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Confidentiality and data protection 
Information provided in response to this consultation may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).  

Anonymity 
Please note we will not usually accept anonymous responses to the consultation, firstly to avoid duplication of responses and also to ensure transparency, however we will not publish your personal details in connection with your submission.  For responses made on behalf of an organisation, the organisation name may be displayed with the response, but the name of the individual who made the response will not.  

Attribution of consultation responses in published documents 
A summary report of this consultation will be made available.  Responses to this consultation may be displayed on a public website and may be included in published reports.  A list of organisations who have registered and a list of organisations who have responded to the consultation may be displayed on a public website and may be included in published reports.  Individuals’ names or contact details are protected by the Data Protection Act and will not be made public.

Requests for confidential treatment of responses 
We may publish people’s responses to this consultation in full, removing any
personal details, unless respondents specifically ask us not to.  If you request confidential treatment of your response, we will not include it in the display of responses on the website and in the published consultation reports.  In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us in your response to this consultation if and why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. 

If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but as public authorities are bound by the statutory disclosure requirements in the Freedom of Information Act and other legislation, we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.  An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Partnership.

Inclusion of personal information in the body of consultation responses 
If a consultation response contains a reference to the participant’s details, or details of other individuals or organisations, we will assume that the participant is happy for
the response to be published, including any such details and that they take full
responsibility for such disclosure.
