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Happy New Year.  This is the second newsletter from the West Cumbria Managing Radioactive Waste Safely Partnership.  News from the last couple of months includes the start of a series of public meetings and the distribution of leaflets to homes across West Cumbria to raise awareness of the work of the Partnership.  We have also organised the first one-day workshop for stakeholder organisations in the area and appointed an independent evaluator to scrutinise the work of the Partnership.
· Information leaflets delivered to almost 80,000 households in West Cumbria. All households in West Cumbria (barring a small number that have been heavily affected by the flooding) should now have received a leaflet announcing the Partnership’s formation and its work. The leaflet is reference number 35 and can be downloaded here.


· Partnership presented information to ten public Neighbourhood Forum meetings, providing an update and answering questions. Events have been quite well attended with between 20 and 70 people turning up to each meeting, particularly in Copeland where awareness of nuclear issues is generally higher. Some of the meetings in Allerdale had to be postponed because of flooding.  About 10 Forums remain to be held (see dates), but broadly speaking, questions from members of the public are similar to the questions the Partnership itself exists to find answers for. This provides reassurance that the Partnership is largely 'in tune' with public concerns.


· Stakeholder organisations given first opportunity to hear in-depth about the Partnership and input their views to future plans. A workshop on 4 December identified key issues for the Partnership to consider alongside other feedback, including the need to: 

· continue engaging local people

· satisfy safety concerns including retrievability

· secure clarity from Government about what community benefits might be

· ensure credibility of the Partnership

· publish criteria for site selection 

      A meeting report with executive summary is available.


· Key documents open for comment. The Partnership has published the 3 key documents that set out its work: the Terms of Reference, Criteria and Work Programme, and its plan for Public and Stakeholder Engagement. You can comment here.

· Media coverage and public interest rising. The Partnership's work has been covered in various newspapers as well as on Radio Cumbria, the Bay and Lakeland Radio. The website is being visited around 40-50 times a day.


· Sixth Form students learned more about radioactive waste and quizzed Partnership members on 10 December. A presentation to four classes of secondary school pupils as part of their A levels provided an insight into how younger people feel about the issue that will affect them in years to come. A written note is available: document 41.1 and can be downloaded here. 
· Partnership appoints an independent evaluator to scrutinise their work and report publicly. The aim in appointing an independent evaluator is to ensure that everyone can have confidence that this process is being conducted as thoroughly and effectively as possible and that as many people as possible in the area have the chance to find out about the issues involved and to express an opinion.


· Chairmanship of the Partnership moves from CopelandBC to AllerdaleBC during period
January – June 2010.  It will then move to Cumbria County Council for the following six months.

	Frequently Asked Questions: each newsletter answers 3 questions people ask us a lot…

Q: What is the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership?

A: The West Cumbria MRWS Partnership is an advisory body aiming to "make recommendations to Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and Cumbria County Council on whether they should participate or not in the geological disposal facility siting process, without commitment to eventually host a facility".

The Partnership has access to funding from the Government to enable these community representatives to meet, commission independent research, and organise public events on behalf of the wider community in West Cumbria.

Q. Why should we even consider having a geological disposal facility here?

A:  Around 70% of the country’s radioactive waste that is earmarked for disposal in a geological disposal facility is already stored at Sellafield.  Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and Cumbria County Council have therefore started the early stages of this conversation with Government and have made ‘expressions of interest’ in the formal Government process.

Talking to the Government about having this site does not commit anyone to it.  It would be well over a decade before any construction could start, and during agreed times the councils would have the right to withdraw from the process.
Q. Who will take the decision whether or not to participate in the next stage of this process?  

The formal decision as to whether or not to participate in the next stage of this process will be made by the three councils.  We are at a very early stage in this whole process. At this point our main objective is to ensure everyone knows that this process is taking place and what a geological disposal facility for radioactive waste would involve.

The formal decision as to whether or not to participate in the next stage of this process will be made by the three councils.  The Government has said that any council that wishes to make a formal decision to participate in the next stage of the process will have to be able to show that such a decision is credible given the views of their partner organisations and the local community.  How this support should be gauged is something that we will be discussing with local people and considering in the months ahead.  However, all the councils involved in the partnership have said that they will not proceed without clear support from local people. 

It is also important to remember that if a decision to participate is taken this will still not commit the area to hosting a repository.  A final decision about whether or not to host a facility would not be taken by the councils for a long time and would only be taken with support from local people in the immediate area. 




A key role of the Partnership is to represent the views of people living in or near West Cumbria in these discussions with Government. If you want to get involved then see the website for details or call us on 0800 048 8912.

Please pass this newsletter on. Thank you.

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter and other updates please email us.

Our Aim is "to make recommendations to Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and Cumbria County Council on whether they should participate or not in the Geological Disposal Facility siting process, without commitment to eventually host a facility".
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