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What is a Decision to Participate?

Decision to Participate is defined in managing radioactive waste safely: a framework for implementing geological disposal, as ‘the decision point at which a Decision Making Body/ies makes a formal commitment to participate in the geological disposal facility siting process, but without commitment to host the facility’.

Who makes a decision to participate?

Decision Making Bodies make a formal Decision to Participate (probably through a full meeting of the council/s). 

What does this mean?

· This decision is made by Decision Making Bodies.
· This decision is ONLY a decision to participate in the Siting Process.
· This decision is NOT a decision to host a facility.
· The community would continue to have a Right of Withdrawal.

Who are decision making bodies?

Decision Making Bodies are the Local Government decision making authorities for the host community. In Copeland and Allerdale this definition identifies Borough and County Councils as decision making bodies.

What is the right of withdrawal?

Up until a late stage, when underground operations and construction are due to begin, if a community wished to withdraw then its involvement in the process would stop.
The final opportunity for a community to withdraw would be when Decision Making Bodies decide to proceed underground operation stage of the siting process.  The Government would make an informed decision on the preferred site. 

As with other key local decisions in the siting process, the Decision Making Bodies would be responsible for exercising the Right of Withdrawal, based on advice and recommendations from the local Community Siting Partnership. 

What happens next?

The formation of a Community Siting Partnership

Following a Decision to Participate, the site selection process and in particular the development of the facility, would require considerable engagement with communities. Government favours a partnership approach to this, as followed in other countries.

Government expects a Community Siting Partnership to be a partnership of local community interests. The NDA’s delivery organisation would be a member but would not be directly involved in decisions on community-related issues. Government could participate in the work of the Community Siting Partnership as and when required.
Desk-based studies in participating areas

This would involve the NDA’s delivery organisation undertaking more detailed assessments focusing on the suitability of a specific site or sites within each potential Host Community. These assessments would be mainly through desk-based studies, and would involve gathering information about the candidate communities and sites and evaluating them against the site selection criteria. 

Where a Decision to Participate relates to a large area the desk based site assessment of a specific site or sites would need to be preceded by a site identification process to identify the site or sites to be assessed. 
