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    Notes of MRWS Steering Group meeting on 28th April 2010

Notes:  
Dunboyne Room, Whitehaven Civic Hall, 9.30am – 3pm
Present:

Cllr T Knowles (CCC) - Chair, Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Charles Holmes (ABC), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Geoff Smith (CALC), Sharon Walker (CBC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications).  Bruce Cairns & Andrew Craze of DECC attended for Item 3 only.
1. 
Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 69)

1.1 
Apologies from: Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Chris Shaw (CALC), David Moore (WCSSG), Peter Kane (GMB), David Collier (Golder Associates), Richard Harris (3KQ),Keith Hitchen (CALC)

	
	14 April 2010 – All actions complete or ongoing


2. 
Updates

2.1 Swedish Visit.  Tim, Fergus, Charles & Mike Davidson are attending.  Tim is giving a short presentation (Rhuari preparing slides)
2.2 Credible Support (Task 6a(ix)) and Siting Process (Task 5a(i+v)) are being progressed by Fred Barker at the Steering Group’s request.  Fred has drafted a scoping paper which sets out the content of these tasks, and is now preparing discussion papers on both issues.  The content of each will lead into PSE2 if at all possible.
2.3 Finances from 2009-10 are closed.  
2.4 Reims Conference in December: Tim is now presenting at this conference (potentially with CCC’s EU Officer in support) to represent the Partnership.  The organisers have confirmed the presentation slot.  Question about Euro Officer attending, they should be badged as MRWS.  There will be time for further discussions before December.
2.5 The draft plan for PSE2 has 5 yellow highlighted areas.  Please could any comments be sent to Rhuari immediately as it is going to the 13th May Partnership meeting. 
2.6 DECC are looking for more substantiation for the time spent on MRWS.  Rhuari has put together a timesheet which has been filled in by Sharon as an example of what is required.  The overall administration for the purposes of reporting to DECC will be carried out by Sharon Walker, however there needs to be one person who will collate the information for each Principal Authority.  Names put forward were Sue Scoon for Allerdale BC and Lynda Shaw for Cumbria CC.
2.7 Following a meeting between Paul Gardner, John Dalton & Andrew Craze.  NDA suggested the delayed ‘Steps to Implementation’ document may be published at the end of May.  A copy of the DVD has been given to Paul who will look at this.  Elaine has previously expressed concern about the DVD and what a repository might look like.  NDA have said they would want to take on board the views of the Partnership
3. 
BGS Options – DECC joined the meeting
3.1 DECC have seen the paper setting out the possible options for handling sub surface unsuitability screening by British Geological Survey.

3.2 Tim Knowles set the scene, in particular outlining the concern that the publication of the report of the BGS screening could result in unnecessarily negative public response as there is no further siting procedure before a DtP, as well as questioning why only geological criteria are being applied pre-DtP.  The pros and cons of 3 different options were discussed


- Option 1: continue as planned with the BGS study
- Option 2: continue as planned, but consult in PSE2 on whether additional     screening criteria should be applied pre-DtP
- Option 3: delay the BGS survey until after a DtP

There were differing opinions around the table, but DECC made it clear that option 3 was not an option for them as it is not consistent with the process set out in the 2008 White Paper.  CALC agreed with this view.  The Steering Group accepted this but made it clear that there were risks associated with the options which would need to be managed. 

After further discussion of the pros and cons, option 1 was chosen as the preferred option, alongside developing a communications plan to handle the potential public and press interest in the BGS results.

3.3 All members of the Steering Group present agreed that it was very useful to have this level of discussion with DECC. DECC agreed and said if it would be helpful for someone from DECC to be more closely involved in the meetings in an appropriate way then this could be arranged.  DECC also offered additional non financial support, including use of DECC resources if this would assist the Partnership in future activities.

3.4 PG will work with DECC on communication plans before 13 May meeting.

3.5 The final breakdown of costs and the Engagement Package schedules will be sent to DECC now that the final invoices have been received.  Action: SW
3.6 There may be some delay as a result of the General Election, which would also have implications for the funding package sign off for 2010/11 as this needs to be approved by the Secretary of State.

3.7 DECC have some comments on the PSE paper.  Rhuari asked them to contact him asap as this paper is going to the Partnership Meeting for sign off on 13th May.

3.8 Proposal to ask DECC to attend certain Steering Group meetings throughout the year.  Ask them to put the dates in the diary and extend the time of the meeting.
4. 
Community Benefit – (tasks 3aii&iii)

4.1 Update from Fergus, paper circulated.  Fergus went through the paper.  It proposes 16 potential principles and Areas of Investigation, with comments and methods of investigation.  These issues could form the work programme for the Community Benefits Sub Group which has yet to be established and would form the basis of a report back to the Partnership.  The Steering Group members agreed that this paper outlines a good way forward with no further additions suggested.  Accept and agree to move forward the recommendations.

4.2 Form Community Benefits sub-group of Principal Authority’s and CALC, nominations required, suggestion that it is an Officer Group which starts the work and reports back through the Steering Group. Action: FM to ask for nominations and organise first meeting
5. 
Officers Group output
5.1 Note of meeting circulated and the Steering Group Members are asked for comments or if the note requires any amendment to the draft agreements made by officers in response to CALC’s paper.  RB went through the numbered items which may require particular attention.  RB made a note of changes and it will be updated and circulated to the Partnership on 13th May.  There were issues around agreement 12 which suggested a rewording of the ‘Aim’ and in particular the part that refers to ‘providing advice' rather than 'a recommendation’. Disagreements meant that this was not agreed in the meeting.  CALC and other officers were asked to consider whether there were other avenues to reconcile differences of view. Action: CALC to consider agreements with their members.
6. 
PSE1 Report
6.1 
Intention was to sign off red highlighted changes that had been incorporated since the 31st March Partnership meeting.  The hard copy printed versions of this document unfortunately made it difficult to see the words highlighted in red.  Proposition to ask for any comments to Rhuari remotely as soon as possible because the Report is going back to the May Partnership meeting for sign off.  The unresolved wording of the ‘Aim’ may cause difficulties.
7. 
Risk Register
7.1 
Review register of Partnership risks with particular emphasis on the red areas
7.2
In paragraph 3 there was some discussion/agreement with regard to spreading the financial risk between the 3 Principal Authorities. Action: Fergus to discuss with Stewart and Charles an agreement between the Principal Authorities that spreads the financial risk of the project, pending DECC funding approval.

8. 
AOB

8.1 None
9. 
Actions

	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 2 - Updates
	

	
	None
	

	Agenda Item 3 – BGS Options & DECC
	

	3.5
	Engagement Package schedules to DECC
	S Walker

	3.8
	Invitation to DECC to diarise certain Steering Group meeting dates in order to attend
	RB

	Agenda Item 4 – Community Benefit
	

	4.2
	Ask for nominated Officers for Sub Group
	FM

	Agenda Item 5 – Officer Group output
	

	5.1
	Consider agreements from officers group with membership
	CALC

	Agenda Item 6 – PSE1 Report

	
	Comments to Rhuari very soon
	ALL

	Agenda Item 7 – Risk Register

	
	Discuss with Stewart and Charles an agreement between the Principal Authorities that spreads the financial risk of the project, pending DECC funding approval.


	Fergus

	Agenda Item 8 – Any other business

	
	None
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