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    Notes of MRWS Steering Group meeting from 26th May 2010

Notes:  
Carlisle/Spedding Room, The Copeland Centre, 9.30am – 1pm
Present:

Cllr Mike Davidson, Chair (ABC), Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Charles Holmes (ABC), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Chris Shaw (CALC), David Moore (WCSSG), Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Sharon Walker (CBC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications),Paul Feehily (CCC), Andrew Craze (DECC) was attending for Item 3 but attended for the whole meeting.

1. 
Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 70)

1.1 
Apologies from: Peter Kane (GMB)
	
	28 April 2010 - All Actions complete


Tim Knowles asked the Chair if he could firstly raise the issue of decision making and how we can move the process forward.  Suggested that the lead officers meet again, see 2.6
2. 
Updates

2.1 Fred Barker is attending the next Steering Group meeting on 9 June to present two papers. First, defining Credible Support and Decision-Making, and secondly, the Siting Process and Community Involvement. These are detailed papers that set a good context for PSE2 and the difficult territory that the Partnership must cover soon. The majority of the agenda on 9 June is therefore set aside for discussion of these.
2.2 Discussion Pack contract has been let to Dialogue by Design and Fluid Productions jointly. They will soon start work on designing the Discussion Pack materials. Work is already underway to agree arrangements with intermediaries such as Connexions to deliver standardised meetings across West Cumbria using the Discussion Pack, engaging a wider range of the community including young people.
2.3 Inventory discussion timing. As notified a week ago, Rhuari has moved the Inventory discussion to the 5 August Partnership meeting, to allow adequate time for discussion of the two papers outlined above on Credible Support, and the Siting Process, on 25 June before PSE2 starts
2.4 RB has received NDA research on engaging NGO’s overseas. This only covers 4 countries.  RB will circulate the information and think of follow up ideas. Action: RB
2.5 Request received from Cumbria Tourism to be more involved with the work of the Partnership in particular relating to the work on Community Benefits – This is also on the Agenda as item 6.

2.6 The search for a date for the Steering Group & CALC Executive has been difficult to find and following the statement by Tim Knowles there was an action to convene another Officer meeting before the next Partnership Meeting which would involve the principal authorities and CALC.  In the absence of a facilitator, Charles Holmes offered to design an agenda and the meeting will need a note taker.  Action: SW/CH
2.7 Fergus asked about the future funding sign off for 2010/11. Andrew Craze said that it had not been signed off yet and he would be getting back with some queries, following clarification of the points raised, it could then go to treasury for sign off.  When these queries are received from DECC it may require a short meeting to go through them. Action: RB to circulate queries when received
2.8 Tim Knowles reported that he had attended a meeting with Mark Higson and there was an increased level of confidence in the County Council due to positive talks about nuclear issues. EW commented that it would have been useful for this meeting to have taken place before CCC issued the statement at the last Partnership Meeting which caused some concerns.

3. 
BGS copy sign off
3.1 Paul Gardner had circulated Q & A’s before last Partnership Meeting.  There were two issues.  Firstly around clarifying what the process would look like after a potential DtP and the papers being prepared by Fred Barker have implications for this issue so could be finalised after 9th June Steering Group.  The second issue was about withdrawal and was mentioned in 3 parts of the document.  Paul asked the Steering Group to consider the alterations to the document following the issues raised.

3.2 S Kemp queried the paragraph about Nirex in Section 2 of the FAQs and S Kemp was asked to obtain the objection letter by CCC during the Nirex Inquiry. Action: SK
3.3 Agree Section 1 and Section 2 FAQ’s will go on website, Section 3 about the siting Q & A’s will be finalised following 9th June meeting.  Press Release will be issued. ACTION: P Gardner
3.4 Action RB: Ask DECC to start commissioning the BGS Study

3.5 Fergus McMorrow reported that United Utilities are planning to do major borehole work in the near future.  This work will be south of Egremont.  CALC to contact the parishes.  Ask United Utilities to publicise this work so there is no confusion about this work being connected to MRWS. Action: P Gardner contact UU
3.6 Following the Agreement to commission the BGS Study, RB will now commission the peer review work – Action: RB
4. 
Obstacles to NGO Involvement

4.1 Papers circulated along with a draft response to Ruth Balogh & Jean McSorley.  EW confirmed that CBC records indicated the reports from the MRWS seminar had been sent out in 2007.  FM clarified the position with regard to the part of the NGO report relating to the issues & options paper in relation to CBC’s Local Development Framework and the wording of some of CBC’s draft consultation documentation. Action: Send the amended response RB
4.2 RB gave further update about the paragraph relating to NWAA and that so far no action has been progressed (pending outcome of NDA research into overseas NGO engagement) and discussed the ways that the Partnership could find a challenge in areas of the work programme. In the meantime the Partnership is seeking independent 'second opinions' on individual tasks. It is however unclear whether NWAA are a consultancy or a campaign group.

5. 
PSE 2
5.1 Rhuari introduced the PSE Round 2 plan document.  The report highlights in yellow the areas for the Steering Group to consider.  RB will make amendments following discussions about the issues raised.  Action: RB
5.2 The question about capacity of resources for another round of Neighbourhood Forums was raised and what this would entail.  

5.3 Consider community events being more focussed.  Consensus would prefer a ‘drop in’ style rather than Presentation and Q & A.  DECC, NDA & BGS would be available and have had experience of this kind of Exhibition/drop in events.  

5.4 With regard to the neighbourhood forums.  We could ask that a prepared statement be read out by the Chair of the Forums giving information about the events that are taking place and write to all on the Forum mailing lists.  

5.5 Whatever form the PSE Round 2 meetings take there are bound to be issues with diary capacity.  RB will put a plan together for the next 6 months and send out to check against diary commitments. Action: RB
5.6 There needs to be a practice session for the Q & A’s which will come out of PSE 2.  Paul to identify some dates. Action: PG
6. 
Partnership Membership
6.1 
Consider the identified possible gaps in the Partnership Membership outlined in Section 6 in the circulated paper.

6.2       Following discussion the following recommendations were agreed:

· As in updates – Para 6.1 – Tourism.  Recommendation is to explore with Cumbria Tourism whether they would like to be involved either by being a full member or inputting as appropriate into the sub-groups on impacts and benefits.

· Para 6.2 - Conservation – Check with organisations to see if they are happy with their participation and levels of involvement with the Partnership.  Recommendation agreed was to write to Natural England and ask these questions.

· Para 6.3 - Health – Following discussion the recommendation agreed is to invite Cumbria PCT and HPA to Stakeholder Workshop in the autumn.

6.3    D Moore commented that it was important to engage with Tourism Groups and   with regard to Health it may need to be a medical academic group or experts. 

7. 
Evaluation Report
7.1 
Draft evaluation report circulated for comment and whether the Steering Group   needs to respond to this.  It will be finalised in 3 to 4 weeks.  Comments by the end of week to Rhuari & copied into the rest of the Steering Group. Action: ALL
7.2
Once finalised this will be a Partnership public document on the website.

7.3       This has some positive outcomes which could be reported back through the Partnership Members reporting.

8. 
AOB

8.1 C Shaw raised the issue of Copeland’s wording of the Local Development Framework issues and options paper. Fergus responded to the questions raised.

8.2 Evaluator Tender documentation is out, Tenders due in 4th June.  Need to have the Appointments panel convened.  Further discussion about how we deal with Appointments of Contracts.  RB reported that there will be a significant number of contracts let in the coming months and the Steering Group could usefully have a contracts register.  Action RB.
8.3 Communications Officer – RB reported in light of Tim’s email, once the Communications contract procurement is finished then we can look at the options for Communications resource. Steering Group agreed.
9. 
Actions

	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 2 - Updates
	

	2.4
	Circulate information about engaging with NGO’s overseas
	RB

	2.6
	Diary search for Officer meeting

Design Agenda
	S Walker

C Holmes

	2.7
	Circulate queries relating to Funding Package for 2010/11
	RB

	Agenda Item 3 – BGS
	

	3.2
	Obtain CCC documentation from Nirex Inquiry
	S Kemp

	3.3
	Press Release about BGS Study start
	P Gardner

	3.4
	DECC to commission BGS Study
	DECC

	3.5
	Contact United Utilities about their planned borehole work
	P Gardner

	3.6
	Commission the peer review work
	RB

	Agenda Item 4 – Obstacles to NGO Involvement
	

	4.1
	Send amended response letter
	RB

	Agenda Item 5 – PSE 2
	

	5.1
	Amend PSE Round 2 document
	RB

	5.5
	Put together a plan for next 6 months of public/community meetings
	RB

	5.6
	Identify some dates for Q & A training sessions
	P Gardner

	Agenda Item 6 – Partnership Membership

	6.2
	Action recommendations set out in the document following discussion
	RB

	Agenda Item 7 – Evaluation Report

	7.1
	Comments on the draft Evaluation Report to Rhuari as soon as possible
	ALL

	Agenda Item 8 – Any other business

	
	No actions
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