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Newsletter 3 – February 2010


This is the third newsletter from the West Cumbria Managing Radioactive Waste Safely Partnership.  This newsletter includes details about an additional public meeting that is being organised in Allerdale following the suspension of six Neighbourhood Forum meetings in the area due to the flooding.  

There is also information on the first Partnership meeting of 2010 and dates for future meetings.  The first opinion survey carried out for the Partnership by IPSOS MORI is published on the website and a Residents’ Panel has also been held to gauge further views about what issues local people would like the Partnership to address.
· The Partnership has now presented information to fourteen public Neighbourhood Forum meetings since November, providing an update and answering questions. 


· An additional meeting has been organised in Allerdale following the suspension of six Neighbourhood Forum meetings in the area as a result of the flooding. Two further Neighbourhood Forum meetings (Moorclose and Mossbay) are also due to take place in Allerdale on 11 and 15 March.  
The additional public meeting will be held at Bothel Village Hall on Tuesday 9 March. The Partnership will also be writing to all the people on the distribution lists for the six suspended Neighbourhood Forum meetings with a DVD copy of the PowerPoint presentation from these meetings.  Partnership presentations at Neighbourhood Forum meetings in these areas will also take place later in the year.  So there will be plenty of opportunities to find out about the issues and ask questions. 
Further details about all 3 meetings are available on the website in the section on Getting Involved.  Please do come along if you can and tell any family or friends in these areas about the meetings.
· The Partnership held its first meeting of the year on 13 January at The Wave in Maryport. As part of its ongoing scrutiny of the issues involved in potentially hosting a geological disposal facility, the Partnership heard a presentation from the Health and Safety Executive and the Environment Agency about the role that these organisations would play in regulating a geological disposal facility if it is sited in West Cumbria.  The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority also gave a presentation on the issue of retrievability.
A report of the meeting is available on the website in the Partnership Meetings section.
The Partnership meets every six weeks.  Members of the public are welcome to attend as observers and are also given an opportunity to ask questions.  The next two meetings will be:

      
23 February 2010, The Copeland Centre, Whitehaven. 0900 arrivals, 0930-1500.
The meeting will include presentations from two leading Cumbria based environmental campaigners, Jean McSorley and Ruth Balogh.  The meeting will also agree the specification for research on the potential impacts of a geological disposal facility and look at the site selection process.

31 March 2010, Hunday Manor Hotel near Workington. 0900 arrivals, 0930-1500.
The meeting will discuss the outcomes from the first round of the Partnership’s Public and Stakeholder Engagement process.  It will also consider plans for a desktop study by the British Geological Survey to screen out those parts of Cumbria that are clearly geologically unsuitable.
· The first in a series of public opinion survey reports is now available on the website. The survey was conducted by Ipsos MORI on behalf of the Partnership. It is intended to provide a benchmark so that the Partnership can measure changes in public awareness and opinions on the issues involved.

The survey was carried out last November before the Partnership sent a leaflet to homes in West Cumbria and attended a number of public meetings.  

The survey showed that around one in two (52%) adults in Cumbria were already aware that discussions are taking place between the Partnership and the Government about possibly locating the geological disposal facility for higher activity radioactive waste somewhere in West Cumbria. The proportions were higher in West Cumbria with 70% of those surveyed in Copeland and 61% in Allerdale saying they were aware of the discussions to some extent.  

At that point in time only a quarter of the people questioned for the survey (27%) knew that the Government is looking for a community to volunteer to locate the facility in their area.  Awareness was higher in Copeland (44%) and Allerdale (36%).
Only two out of ten people (20%) were aware that entering into dialogue with the Government would not commit a community to the process.  This figure was higher in Copeland (36%) and Allerdale (25%).

The survey will now be used to help focus the Partnership’s public and stakeholder engagement work for the remainder of 2010. You can view the report on the website on the Getting Involved page. 
· Research company Vision Twenty One set up and ran a Residents’ Panel in early February for the Partnership. A randomly selected group of 25 residents from across Allerdale and Copeland were asked about the issues that they would like the Partnership to address in this process and what forms of engagement they thought would be most useful, as well as feedback on previous communications to date.

A report of the session will be published on the website in the Getting Involved section.
· The Partnership has written to a number of organisations offering to make presentations about the proposals for further discussions about participating in the siting process for a geological disposal facility, including groups representing younger and older people.  Any organisation who would like the Partnership to come and give a presentation is welcome to contact us.

· First public comment period draws to a close. Comments have been received on the 3 key documents that set out the Partnership’s work: the Terms of Reference, Criteria and Work Programme, and its plan for Public and Stakeholder Engagement. Comments are always welcome, but the next formal opportunity to comment on specific issues will be once the geological screening study is complete (summer). 


· Media coverage and the website. The Partnership's work has recently been covered in the News & Star and The Whitehaven News. The Partnership’s website is being visited 50-75 times a day.

· The Chairmanship of the Partnership has moved from CopelandBC to AllerdaleBC for the period January – June 2010.  It will then move to Cumbria County Council for the following six months.


	Frequently Asked Questions: each newsletter answers 3 questions people ask us a lot…

Q: How is this different to the Nirex process in the 1990s?
A: This process is very different to the Nirex experience in the 1990s. The Government is implementing a siting process based around voluntarism, where we can withdraw from the process until a late point when underground operations and construction are due to begin. The discussions, and the geological screening, are treating all of West Cumbria equally to begin with, rather than focussing around Sellafield. Only once this geological screening is complete will the area start to be narrowed down.  If a formal decision to participate in the siting process is then taken, further work will identify potential sites in the areas that have not been screened out.

The West Cumbria MRWS Partnership is keen to ensure that the whole process is open and transparent.
Q: How would safety be ensured if the facility does go ahead?

A: Safety is the overriding issue in this process.  It is a key issue that the Partnership is discussing with the Government, NDA and the regulators and we would not recommend a decision to participate in the next stage of this process unless we were reassured about the processes to assess the safety of any facility. Safety would have to be a primary factor in the development of a facility. All of the appropriate regulators and safety bodies would also want to have their concerns addressed prior to a facility being developed. 

Q: Why is geological disposal the preferred option?

A: In 2006, given current knowledge, the independent Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) recommended deep geological disposal as the preferred option for the long term management of higher activity radioactive waste. Government accepted this recommendation.

Geological disposal is also internationally recognised as the preferred approach for the long-term management of higher activity radioactive waste.

 

However, part of the role of the Partnership will be to test all the arguments and to come to a view about whether a facility might be an appropriate approach for people living in West Cumbria.  If a decision is made to participate in the next stage of this process the issues would be explored in more detail before any final decision on whether or not to host a facility in the area.



A key role of the Partnership is to represent the views of people living in or near West Cumbria in these discussions with Government. If you want to get involved then see the website for details or call us on 0800 048 8912. 

If you would like to receive any of the documents referred to above and you do not have access to the internet please call us.

Please pass this newsletter on. Thank you.

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter and other updates please email us.

Our Aim is "to make recommendations to Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and Cumbria County Council on whether they should participate or not in the Geological Disposal Facility siting process, without commitment to eventually host a facility".











West Cumbria MRWS Partnership
Page 4 of 4
Document 51 

