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Charles Hendry MP
DECC
3 Whitehall Place
London
SW1A 2AW








 6th September 2011
Dear Charles,

Acceleration of timetable for Geological Disposal
The Steering Group of the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership recently discussed your announcement from 30th June 2011 to ‘look at opportunities for accelerating progress’ to the MRWS programme.  Whilst we recognise that it is an aspiration rather than a decision that is being implemented, we would like to register our concern over accelerating progress on such a sensitive and complex issue.

As the only area in England and Wales that has so far expressed an interest in learning more about the MRWS process and discussing with Government what it might mean, we are acutely aware of the implications for the wider community.  We have embarked upon an extensive programme of awareness-raising and community engagement to ensure our residents and stakeholder organisations have every opportunity to know about the process and input their views.  All this communication has to date been based on the date of 2040.  It is of some concern then that we see the date of 2029 being suggested.  The perception of being rushed is one to avoid.

Whilst it would have been useful to know of, or even have the opportunity to discuss, this announcement before it was made, we do not now feel it is appropriate for the Partnership or its Steering Group to comment on any emerging options to accelerate the programme.  This is in light of the fact that West Cumbria has yet to decide whether or not to participate, without commitment, in the siting process for a GDF.
We would be pleased to meet yourself or colleagues to discuss our concerns in more detail.
Yours sincerely,
Cllr Alan Smith
Chair of the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership
