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Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Cllr Alan Smith (ABC) Chair, Paul Walker (CBC), Steve Smith (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Richard Griffin (ABC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Cllr Geoff Smith (CALC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Stuart Smith (Wood Holmes), Richard Harris (3KQ)

Cath Little (CBC)
1. Apologies
Apologies from: Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC),
Copy to: Peter Kane (GMB), PSE Sub Group

2. Actions & Minutes – Doc 190
	3.9
	A full programme of revised Partnership and Steering Group dates has now been finalised and will be circulated by Cath Little.

  

	6.2
	Letter signed off by Steering Group sent to NGO’s following the last meeting. Talk of a Bilateral meeting during PSE 3 has been aired but as yet not confirmed.


3. Updates
3.1 New Dates. A full programme of Partnership dates has now been booked. A list of new dates will be circulated to Partnership Members and Steering Group.
3.2 Exhibition stands. There have been 6 exhibition stands so far. About 500 quiz sheets and over 150 comment cards were completed at the first four stands, including a stand for 2 days at the Whitehaven Festival.  Those in favour of a repository largely cite jobs and confidence in the nuclear industry.  Most of those who are against don't give a reason but among those that do geology is the most frequently mentioned factor.  The next stand is at Cockermouth on 30th July. 
3.3 DVD tender. We have now issued a tender to make a DVD for PSE3, value approx £15K. The aim is that this one will include fewer interviews and focus on providing basic information about the process and key issues.
3.4 Webinar tender. We are finalising a tender brief for the webinar / live streamed event which was discussed at the last SG. We aim to have a contractor in place by the end of August, with the event taking place in November.
3.5 Website updates. We are updating the website to reflect the decisions being made at assessment meetings. The changes largely affect the What's Happened So Far pages in the Getting Involved section and the Q&A. 
Action: If you have any comments on these changes please contact Paul Gardner.
3.6 Advertising. The PSE sub group has discussed plans for advertising on Border TV and local radio. The aim is to advertise on CFM for two months of PSE3, as this covers most of West Cumbria, and one month on Bay and Lakeland Radio, which cover the rest of the county. We plan to do additional advertising such as posters in and around Millom as this area is not covered by Border or CFM. We are also looking at doing some advertising on buses. All this activity is contained within the £30K advertising budget agreed by the Steering Group.
3.7 Youth engagement.  We are approaching schools in West Cumbria and beyond to see if they wish to focus on MRWS during all or some of their off-curriculum days, or use our PSE3 materials in a lesson. We are talking to Connexions about re-running a suite around 20 discussion groups with young people in PSE3.
3.8 Expert Review of Opinion Survey approach. The invitation to tender for this expert review job is now published.  The PSE sub-group is anticipating a more robust review than was initially anticipated, with the potential for two or three different reviewers from different fields or backgrounds.  As before, the appointment panel for the opinion survey work will be the PSE sub-group, with support from the independent evaluators. Please let Rhuari know if you have questions about this. A substantial number of tenders have been received. The deadline for submissions is in 2 days time. The PSE sub-group hope to appoint later this month. 
3.9 Community Benefit sub-group. Paul Walker gave a verbal update, outling the discussions with DECC about research and consultancy work towards developing a mitigation package that would apply during year 1 of Stage 4 (if it happens).  See section 3.13 below for more detail.
3.10 Siting Process meeting.  Diaries prevented a meeting of members to discuss the siting process. Officers meet immediately after the Steering Group to make progress if possible in advance of 29th July.  If agreement is not reached before or on 29th July then programme slippage will occur.
3.11 Timetable. The Partnership's last meeting is now scheduled for 21st February 2012.  An updated Work Programme will be circulated to the 29th July meeting.
3.12 MoU (RH)
RH reported that there has been a narrowing of the gap around a form of words. It is proving to be slow going but progress is being made. A more extensive update will be given at the next meeting.
PW advised that a meeting of Local Authority Leaders & Chief Executive’s is taking place mid September at which this could be a topic for discussion.
3.13 Community Benefits (Paul W)

DECC's response to the Partnership's community benefit principles was circulated and a discussion followed. 
Some members felt very strongly that the response was weak a lot of words but not say or committing to very much. However some members were fairly satisfied and thought it was as good a response as expected.

It was agreed that all members should consider the response and feedback to Rhuari all views, concerns and comments. A concise response will be pulled together from the Group and the offer of further discussions with DECC around the principles taken up. The report will be part of the MRWS Partnership meeting on Friday 29th July. Paul Walker will update the Partnership regarding the discussions that have taken place at the SG today and the responses to DECC.

Action: RB to collate responses.  

Paul Walker gave a verbal update regarding a proposal from the Community Benefits sub-group regarding research and advice on the protection of the Cumbria and Lake District brands. Cumbria Tourism and Chamber of Commerce are prepared to lead on this project on behalf of the Partnership as long as the costs can be covered through the MRWS forecast for this year. 

A written submission will be sent to the Partnership in due course.  
3.14 Finance (RB)
RB advised that Q1 accounts have not as yet been closed off however they will be circulated when complete.  The position indicates so far that there will be a slight under spend in Q1 but not as much as in previous years. 
A review conversation with DECC at the financial half year point will need to take place with a view to possibly increasing the budget from the initial agreed amount.  More detail to follow.
3.15 Other Regular Updates (SS)
Steve Smith asked if it would be of benefit for the Steering Group to receive a    regular update on all public consultations in terms of work being undertaken by NuGen, National Grid and all Local Development Frameworks. The Group agreed this would be beneficial.
4. Geology Follow-up
4.1 Options paper for potential follow up on topic of geology was considered.

4.2 RB updated the Steering Group regarding the last paragraph of the report which recommended contact with Eden and South Lakeland District Councils. 
Both authorities have been contacted in order to share the proposals in the follow up report and ask for their position and feelings around the proposals. RB read out both authorities email responses.   
4.3 GR asked why the Cumberland Geological Society has come into the frame. 
The assertion is that there are ‘a lot of people out there who want to know about geology’. If this is the case, then updating the CGS will enable them to take a view on whether they wish to highlight the consultation with their members, who will all be conversant with the level of detail that David Smythe is pitching his criticisms at.

4.4 Following further discussion it was agreed to accept the recommendation from the PSE sub group that no additional event should be organised however the following specific actions should be undertaken.

Dr Jeremy Dearlove to be invited to attend all community events to help independently answer geological questions. The Cumberland Geological Society to be offered a briefing on MRWS and a few places secured for Partnership Members to attend the conference at which David Smythe is speaking in the autumn. 

4.5 Steve Smith volunteered to attend the David Smythe conference as and when a date has been confirmed.
5. DECC Consultation on Siting Process
5.1 The closing date for responses to this consultation is 30th September therefore it was agreed to defer this agenda item to the 10th August meeting allowing for further discussion and consideration in the meantime. Action: Local authority officers to ensure that individual responses are circulated to the Group before the next meeting.

5.2 Discussions will take place at officers Siting Process meeting later today to decide where Fred Barkers’ recommendation fits and consideration will be given as to whether a collective response from the Partnership should be made.

6. 29th July: Run through
6.1 RH went through the agenda for the Partnership meeting on Friday 29th July.

6.2 This will be the second assessment meeting. Following the review of actions and updates the following criteria will be discussed. Safety, Security Environment and Planning, Community Benefits & Impacts. The review will take the same format as at the last Partnership meeting.
6.3 Siting Process will also be covered from last meeting – set of guidelines how does it need to be. Officer group meeting following on from this meeting to discuss. An update from this morning’s meeting and a way forward. 
6.4 Holistic Assessment will be covered at this meeting if time allows however there may be a need to move this to the 25th August meeting. As an addition to the work programme Ethics will also be assessed. Ethical issues are not under every chapter explicitly but there are overarching issues throughout. 
The purpose of having this on the agenda is that it raises the point “here is what we said we would do, have we done it?” Has the Partnership heard enough around ethical issues and do we believe we have considered them sufficiently.
6.5 Charles Holmes asked what the process would be for deal with the Holistic Assessment. RH advised that it would be dealt with as a plenary discussion around accumulated issues we know and understand and assessing if there are any issues we still don’t understand.

Action: 3KQ to plan the detail of the Ethics & Holistic Assessment for 29th July. 

7. Any other business
7.1 No other business
8. Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 3 – Updates
	

	3.5
	Website Updates - contact Paul Gardner if you have any comments on the website update changes.
	All

	3.13
	Community Benefits – Rhuari to collate responses from all Members re DECC’s response to Partnerships Community Benefit Principles
	RB

	Agenda Item 4 – Geology Follow-up
	

	
	No actions required
	

	Agenda Item 5 – DECC Consultation on Siting Process
	

	5.
	Item deferred to next meeting
	RB

	5.1
	Local authority officers to circulate individual responses to the Group before the 10th August meeting.
	Local Authority Officers

	Agenda Item 6 – 29th July : Run through
	

	
	To think through pulling together the Ethics & Holistic Assessment. 
	3KQ

	Agenda Item 7 – Any other business
	

	
	No other  business  
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