Meeting Notes:  PSE Sub-Group 24 June 2011
Document No:

208
Status:


Adopted
Author:


3KQ
Title:
PSE Sub-Group meeting notes 24 June 2011
Notes:


Published 4 July 2011
1) General actions, actions carried over & future meeting dates/changes

Action, all: (carried over from last meeting) Bilateral meetings - suggest organisations that might be appropriate to hold bilateral meetings with.  Deadline by next PSE Sub-Group meeting 5th July.

Action, ongoing, all: Suggest new briefing note topics as and when appropriate.

Action, all: Make comments on draft Consultation Document structure by end of 1st July (document circulated by Helen).

Action, Paul: Circulate exhibitions info by email.

Future meetings:

· July 5th meeting in Whitehaven changed to 10am to 4pm (formerly 12 lunch/12.30 to 4pm.   

· The previously discussed meeting in week of 22nd August no longer needed due to change in Partnership meeting date.

· Jane to circulate Doodle availability link for all to advise availability for PSE meeting on 31st August or 1st/2nd September (for final adaptations to Consultation Document).

2) Geology seminar
Those who attended gave feedback.  Positives included the feeling that it fulfilled its purpose for Partnership members, had high public attendance and showed an appetite for more questions to be answered (e.g. voluntarism received quite high profile in the Q&A).  Less positive aspects were that it may not have fulfilled its purpose for members of the public (but was primarily aimed at Partnership members), that there may not have been enough focus on the context before diving into geology, and that it was a wasted opportunity to sign people up for more regular communications. Mixed views on whether the level of content on geology was too much or not enough technical detail.

Re the question of whether there is a need to do more on geology (raised at Partnership meeting on 23rd June), the distinction between what the Partnership needs and what the public wants was discussed - although the Partnership may have satisfied itself (with the exception of caveats from two members regarding a follow-up event on geology), there seems to be public appetite for more on this topic.  There are very mixed views on this from the feeling that the Partnership has done more than enough already, to others feeling that more definitely needs to be done to satisfy public need, perhaps on other topics as well.  Copeland in particular not happy that something more might be done.  
Options that were discussed included: display material covering geology at community events (along with the other criteria); themed events around each criterion to enable public scrutiny of the full range of views (pros/cons discussed at last meeting); joint or non-Partnership event e.g. with Cumbria Geological Society/TV/Radio; option for a meeting where NGOs decide the agenda.  

Several people felt v important to do something more public where people have chance to discuss/debate/ask questions.  It was suggested that it would only be worthwhile if David Smythe was there, although this might not be possible as he has said he would only do it if he could go directly head to head with somebody who is in favour of hosting a GDF in West Cumbria and CoRWM/NDA would be unlikely to take this position.

Action/way forward: Agreement was not reached.   Offline conversations to happen to resolve a way forward and discuss options in more detail.

3) Opinion survey statement and questionnaire 

Discussed draft statement, questionnaire and peer review tender specification.  Kieran took away specific comments to revise all.  (Specific comments at the meeting were noted.)
Actions:

Rhuari – send Kieran the following:

· Info re confidence intervals from Ipsos MORI technical note.

· Track changes and document references.

· Evaluation criteria weighting used for other projects.

· Suggested wording/timing on tender process & timescales.

Paul – send through some wording on referenda (from PSE2) to Kieran from Doc 171.

All – send any further comments on statement/other docs by end of Tuesday copying everybody in (especially on questionnaire as not covered in detail at meeting) .

Paul/Helen/Wood Holmes (Gareth) – send through further contacts for long list to Kieran by end Tuesday.

Kieran – revise documents in light of input from meeting and circulate for comment.

Way forward on all – Agreed that tender spec/long list needs to be signed off at next PSE Sub-Group on 5th July.    Kieran to complete work & circulate docs by end Friday 1st July.   Discussion re process for recruiting the main contractor for the survey postponed to a later meeting.

4) Evaluation

Discussed way forward in response to the proposals document submitted by Wood Holmes.  Paul suggested that it would be useful to have more informal conversations before/during work, to enhance Wood Holmes’ understanding of what’s going behind the scenes.  Agreed more informal conversations/2-way communication is needed to help inform the evaluation process.

Gareth confirmed that Wood Holmes have no reservations about using a telephone survey as the methodology for determining net support and that they will also cover this in the final evaluation report.  

Gareth will try to attend every other PSE meeting plus others where appropriate to be there due to the agenda.  Rhuari suggested this should be the minimum to address the issue raised by Paul above to maximise exposure to the complexities and challenges facing the PSE Sub-Group and the Partnership.

Action:  

Rhuari/Gareth – have separate conversation re timing of legal vulnerability review.

Rhuari/Paul/Gareth/Stuart – discuss split of Wood Holmes time across all different strands/meetings (pm of 24th June).

5) Young People

Ian, Paul & Jenny had a meeting in Workington with Mike Priestly (Connexions), Sarah Haslam (Cockermouth School) & two young people who are active on things like youth council etc.  Feedback was that the Discussion Pack sessions went well & DVD was good intro.  

Key point is the need to provide materials for people to run with without needing extra work e.g. developing different materials for different year groups (Mike & Sarah both adapted the materials for use with young people).  Curriculum time is very tight but schools can potentially use ‘off-curriculum’ days – different approach needed for different schools.  

John/Julia (young people) happy to help us look at how to best use Facebook.  

Need to get in touch with schools before summer holidays (ideally in next fortnight) to line them up for the autumn term.  

Mike is organising a ‘Question time’ style event and this might lead to having a similarly focused event as part of PSE3.  Also considering a separate event for young people who have taken part to discuss some of the issues together e.g. through joint schools council event.

Potential way forward for youth engagement was agreed:

· Contract curriculum specialist to produce lesson plans, ideas for activities, photocopiable docs, questionnaires etc. for use by schools/Connexions.

· Connexions to run 20-30 sessions outside of schools.

· Contact all secondary schools in West Cumbria/Cumbria re using their off-curriculum days to consider MRWS – camera available to use and budget to be provided for materials.

Noted that getting right people in the schools enthused is key – need somebody to drive it through the schools.  Gareth suggested giving them the materials rather than the budget.  

Agreed that it might be useful to contract a person/people to support schools in rolling out events – agreed that should discuss this with schools whilst contacting them to see if it would make a difference.  Budget for this was discussed with some feeling that it is important to get good engagement in schools and paying for support is worth it when compared against what is being spent elsewhere.

Actions:

Jenny/Helen – circulate note of meeting to all, and write up the plan into more formal note.

Jenny/Helen – start contacting schools week commencing 27th June.

Rhuari – reflect on budget for providing support to schools.
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