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1 – Background

1.1 – Name of meeting  

Youth Engagement Planning Meeting 
1.2 – Where and when
Connexions, Workington, 16th June 2011 (4-6pm)
1.3 – Who attended 
Mike Priestley (Connexions)
Sarah Haslam (Teacher, Cockermouth School)
Ian Curwen (Copeland Borough Council and member of the Partnership's PSE Sub Group)

Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications and member of the Partnership's PSE Sub Group)
Jenny Willis (3KQ, Independent Facilitators and Programme Managers for the Partnership)

Giulia Canigiani and John Macleod (both local students with links to networks such as Joint School Council, Youth Councils, Cumbria Youth Panel)

1.4 – Purpose of meeting
All present participated in or organised elements of PSE2 (the second round of public and stakeholder engagement work carried out by the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership).  The aim of the meeting was to briefly review this and then concentrate on discussing the best ways to reach young people in the next round of consultation (PSE3). 
2 – Summary of discussions

2.1 Recap of second round of Public and Stakeholder Engagement run by the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership (PSE2)

Main points: 

· The discussion pack sessions run by Connexions went well, but there was an acknowledgement that the issues and materials were quite complex to understand and difficult to simplify.  It was necessary to tease out ‘what are they really asking here’.  This need for clarity must be emphasised for PSE3.

· The DVD was very good and useful.  It was good that some young people had been included but in future it was felt that it would be good if there could be even more ‘ordinary’ people and young people and fewer councillors.

· Sarah explained that she had spent time ‘differentiating’ the materials for use with a wide range of year groups at her school, but it was acknowledged that not many teachers would be able/willing to take the time to do this.

2.2 Plans for next round of Public and Stakeholder Engagement (PSE3) 
Main points:

For schools: 
· Would be good to promote it with a cross curricula theme – geography, citizenship, science.  

· Would be useful  to provide basic information e.g. on nuclear science to underpin the discussions.  Would have more chance of school involvement if we targeted  ‘off curriculum’ days e.g. at Cockermounth school they are called ‘Life days’

· Emphasis on the fact that that each school is different in how it organised its curriculum and therefore its ‘off curriculum’ days, so it would need an individual approach.

· Sarah felt from experience that to get good involvement from a school there needs to be personal contact to identify a key contact in a school who can provide information on the best approach for that particular school and be committed to taking things forward and involving colleagues. 
· Note that it is worth making contact with schools as soon as possible and definitely before the summer holiday to start planning, as things will be very busy in September and people might be less willing to begin to get involved at that stage compared to now.

· The need for clarity was emphasised again.  There is a need to spell out what is not being asked as well as what is being asked. E.g. ‘We are not asking for a yes or no to having a repository but we are asking x, y and z.

There was a discussion about the pressures on time in schools, particularly less well performing ones which led to the following possibilities for involving young people outside school: 

· Connexions is willing to run 20-30 discussion groups, to include a variety of youth groups e.g. teen mums group

· Find a way of targeting home schooled pupils

· Develop the Partnership’s facebook profile 

· Develop a profile on Speak Up – Connexions own social networking site

· Run a youth event e.g. Question Time format
· Make a film (as part of a competition?).  Involve as many different schools and pupils as possible to ensure best potential for spreading info via informal ‘grapevines’ of family and friends
· TV has more impact than newspapers for young people – Giulia said that when she was interviewed about the MRWS process for TV it generated a lot of interest amongst her friends. 

· Bright eye catching posters

· Explore links with youth groups in other countries where they have been through a similar process to MRWS.

2.3  Way forward: actions, timescales etc.

· Jenny to email Guilia and John to establish direct contact

· Guilia and John to have a look at the current Facebook page and make suggestions for improvements (if possible ask friends what they think too); Paul to consider suggested changes and ways of raising the profile of the page amongst young people
· Mike to let Jenny/Paul have details of forthcoming Question Time event to allow possibility of preparing a poster/leaflet about the Partnership and MRWS process to be distributed

· Sarah offered to share teaching resources she prepared for PSE 2 which have background info that would still be relevant for PSE 3.  

· Jenny/Ian/Paul/Helen to liaise with Partnership’s PSE Sub-Group about suggestions discussed at the meeting and come up with a proposal 
· Jenny to circulate note of meeting and keep everyone up to date with developments.
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