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Published 17 July 2011
Present:

Paul Walker (CBC) Chair, Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Steve Smith (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Richard Griffin (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Paul Feehily (CCC),Cllr Keith Hitchen )CALC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Sharon Walker (CBC Notes), Cath Little (CBC), Stephen Ratcliffe  & Rob Allison (Lake District National Park Authority) for Item 4 only, Andrew Craze (DECC) via telephone for Item 4 only.
1. 
Apologies
1.1 
Apologies from: Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC), Cllr Alan Smith (ABC)

Copy: Gareth Powells (Wood Holmes), Peter Kane (GMB), PSE Sub Group
2. 
Actions & Minutes – Doc 173
	3.9
	With regard to consideration of legal position before Assessment Meetings, Steve Smith will circulate initial view round the Steering Group

	7.1
	Chris Shaw raised the point about 3 criterion being scheduled into 1 Assessment Meeting and what contingency there was if all three were not completed.  Advice was that with thorough preparation and ‘caucus’ meetings it is hoped to cover each criterion in the allocated time but it was acknowledged that there may be some further time set aside. (See Update 3.1 below)


3. 
Updates
3.1 Timescales. It is very possible that slippage will be required if full agreement to conclusions is not reached during each of the 3 Assessment Meetings.  The current 'end date' is end Feb/early March – date to be confirmed
3.2 Siting Seminar.  Rhuari gave a verbal update about the seminar and asked for feedback.  It was well attended and highlighted some areas of difficulty.
3.3 Exhibition stands. Paul Gardner asked for assistance on both days of the Whitehaven Festival 18th & 19th June in particular afternoons.  Please contact Paul is you can attend.
3.4 GDiB – Tim Knowles is attending on behalf of the Partnership on 28th June and the Steering Group will have sight of the Presentation Slides.
3.5 Community Benefits - Discussion has started around developing a possible Mitigation Package. Chamber of Commerce and Cumbria Tourism are involved.
3.6 Chairing arrangements - From 1 July, Allerdale BC will take the chair of the Partnership for 6 months.
3.7 West Cumbria Site Stakeholder Group - 3KQ doing a ring-round of all organisations before the Assessment Meetings, to check each member understands the decision-making process and is taking steps to prepare themselves.  As a result, it has emerged that David Moore does not (and cannot) 'represent' the Site Stakeholders Group in the same way as the other partners are represented.  David has agreed therefore that WCSSG should become an Observing Member and also step down from the Steering Group.  David's ability to ask questions during Partnership meetings and feed information back to the SSG will be unchanged.  
3.8 There have been some enquiries from a potential campaign group.  Further update in the future if there are more details available.
3.9 Publication of the County Council committee calendar reveals that there are persistent clashes with the already published Partnership Meeting dates.  This will compromise County Councillors attendance at the Partnership meetings and a search for alternative dates needs to be undertaken.  There is also a clash with the Copeland BC calendar.  Action: CBC 
3.10 With regard to Assessment Meetings, there are still some outstanding responses from Observing Member organisations which will have an impact if not received by the TRG.

3.11 Update about NDA’s preferred options paper which would move breeder fuel from Dounreay to Sellafield.  This is outside the remit of the Partnership and doesn’t affect the Inventory. Paul Gardner will deal with any media related interest. Officers from the three Principal Authorities are meeting NDA this afternoon to find out more info.

4. 
National Park
4.1 Stephen Ratcliffe and Rob Allison attended from the Lake District National Park authority to give the Steering Group an informal update with regard to the National Park’s Planning Policy and the planning implications of any significant surface development within the Park boundaries. 
4.2 Discussions took place about the implications that could arise during the course of the term of the Partnership including the DECC consultation scheduled to be launched at the end of June until September.

4.3 Options were considered that could assist with LDNP participation with regard to assessment meetings.  Action: Rhuari & Stephen Ratcliffe will work on some form of wording 

4.4 The Steering Group thanked Stephen & Rob for their attendance at the meeting and they left after this item
5. 
Geology Seminar
5.1 Paul Gardner said this would be taking place on the evening of 20th June at Whitehaven Civic hall and will include Jeremy Dearlove and Dr Adrian Bath.  CoRWM will attend as observers but have said that they will not answer questions about comments they have made about Prof Smythe’s report. Letter to go to CoRWM about their attendance as Steering Group are unhappy about this given their views are now on public record.   Prof Smythe declined to attend. 
5.2 Invitation has been sent to all on the Partnership Membership with a request to extend this to other colleagues.
5.3 The seminars help with the knowledge base required before the Assessment Meetings take place.
6. 
PSE Guidance
6.1
PSE sub group require some guidance on particular items from the Steering Group:

6.2
A draft letter to NGO’s outlining the deadline of 23rd June 2011 to take up membership of the Partnership was tabled at the meeting.  Action: Letter to be sent on behalf of the Steering Group RB/SW
6.3
Social Media – Proposal to create a blog and get a range of guest editors in order to bring in some sought after critical review.  It is proposed that Ian Curwen (CBC) would be the administrator.  There are challenges with this type of media in that it can be time consuming and difficult to monitor but is worth progressing.
6.4
Webinar for PSE3.  Idea would be an adapted form of community event online. A meeting is filmed and shown live on the Partnership website.  There would be an audience and it would be facilitated.  The estimated costs would be £8 -10K, and the steering group were asked about their views on whether there would be sufficient value in this kind of engagement.  To put it into context the cost is similar to the Stakeholder Organisation Workshop and Community Events.  Thoughts are it would be a good opportunity for engaging with young people and that the Partnership should try it during PSE3.
6.5
Proposal to submit PSE2 engagement work for a communications award.  Action: PG to progress.
7.
Any other business
7.1 
No other business, other than it is Sharon’s last Steering Group, the secretariat is being taken over by Cath Little who will be the contact from 1st July 2011.  On behalf of the Partnership, Paul Walker thanked Sharon for her hard work over the last 2 years.
8.
Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 3 - Updates
	

	3.9
	Alternative search for dates due to Committee Calendar clashes
	Cath

	Agenda Item 4 – National Park
	

	4.3
	Rhuari to liaise with Stephen Ratcliffe 
	Rhuari

	Agenda Item 5 – Geological Seminar
	

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 6 – PSE Guidance
	

	6.2
	Letter to NGO’s with regard to Membership
	RB/SW

	6.5
	Submit Partnership work to comms award competition
	PG

	Agenda Item 7 – Any other business
	

	
	No other business
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