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Present:

Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC) Chair, Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Paul Walker (CBC), Steve Smith (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Richard Griffin (ABC), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Sharon Walker (CBC Notes), Andrew Craze (DECC) 
1. 
Apologies
1.1 
Apologies from: Richard Harris (3KQ)
2. 
Actions & Minutes – Doc 155
	
	31st March 2011 - All Actions complete


3. 
Updates
3.1 The Technical Review Group has completed 4 out of 6 of its criteria reviews. Notes of decisions and actions are available: let 3KQ know if you want them circulated.  Main conclusions so far are that a seminar on the Siting Process (see below) is required, and also another seminar on Geology.  Both to happen before the Assessment Meeting on 23rd June 2011.
3.2 Siting Process Seminar - Following the recommendation of the Technical Review Group (TRG) there will be a seminar to discuss issues relating to a potential future siting process from 10am – 1pm on Monday 6th June at the Copeland Centre, Whitehaven.  A ‘save the date’ email has gone out to Partnership members and Observing members. It will not be open to members of the public.  3KQ will organise the event (in conjunction with Fred Barker on behalf of the TRG who has prepared a discussion paper for the seminar) and provide a facilitator.  The main contact is Jenny Willis (jenny@3kq.co.uk) and the facilitator will be James Martin-Jones from 3KQ.
3.3 Exhibition stands. There will be Partnership exhibition stands at Keswick market on Thursday 26 May (10.00-16.00), Whitehaven market Saturday 28 May (10.00-16.00) and at the Whitehaven Festival on 18 and 19 June (9.30-17.30). The exhibition stands are largely intended to help raise awareness of the MRWS process in West Cumbria.  If you are able to spend some time on the stands can you let Paul Gardner know which dates and times you will be available.  It will be particularly important to have Partnership members present on the stand at the Whitehaven Festival.  Osprey is also organising exhibition stands at a number other locations across West Cumbria in the run up to PSE3. Action: ALL – contact Paul Gardner with your availability.
3.4 The France (Bure) trip is postponed until September when people are more available
3.5 Engagement Package 2010/11 We are now closing the accounts for the last financial year and spreadsheets outlining spend were circulated to those present.  This will be sent to Department of Energy & Climate Change. Action: SW
3.6 An officer from the Blue Ribbon Commission is visiting from the USA and will attend as an observer at the 23 June Partnership.  There has been a request through NuLeAF to the Steering Group for a follow on meeting at 4pm for 1 hour to talk about progress in the UK.  S Smith (CBC), CCC & Allerdale will be represented.
3.7 Lake District National Park Authority – Stephen Ratcliffe asked to join the next Steering Group meeting to discuss their role in the siting process.  There will be a meeting of the LDNPA Board on 18th May to discuss their views. Rhuari is attending this meeting to give a brief update on community benefits based on the report from Galson Sciences.  RB will circulate the slides Action: RB 
3.8 Technical Review Group – The group have raised concerns that the Partnership may not have all the information required in order to make enough progress at the 2 Assessment Meetings on 23 June and 7 July.  Discussions took place taking into account the risks of postponement or staying with the agreed timetable.  Bring back to next Agenda once further discussions have taken place.
3.9 Wood Holmes Interim Evaluation – and governance issues.  CALC had discussions and wrote to Wood Holmes about this subject.  Guy raised a particular point about Members of the Partnership being members of Cabinet & Executive and the legalities about whether they should be involved in the Assessment Meetings when they are ultimately going to make the decision. He thought there may be an ethical and public perception issue.  Elaine Woodburn said that the decision in Copeland would be by Full Council.   This has been an open process and CCC are looking at Wood Holmes report.  CALC’s suggestion is that those Members who are on Executive/Cabinet should not take part in the Assessment Meetings.  Action: Local Authority Officers to ascertain legal position with regard to CALC’s view on Wood Holmes report.
4. 
Community Benefit Principles
4.1 Brought back from 31 March 2011 meeting to allow some further amendments.  Andrew Craze left the meeting for this item.  Paul Walker took the Steering Group through the unresolved Principles and areas where DECC have issues with regard to mitigation.  The work programme task 3a (ii) asks that we develop with Government a formal set of cross-party principles.  These are high level principles which would give any Partnership which follows on if a Decision to Participate is agreed, the right to vary or change.  There is a need to protect the point at which the negative impact occurs – i.e. at the decision to participation.  DECC have agreed to have a specific meeting with regard to a mitigation package before Decision to Participate.  A short meeting would follow to work out the wording required as per discussions.  On Agenda from 24 May Meeting. 
5. 
Response to PSE2
5.1 Discussion with regard to draft response to PSE 2 before forwarding to Partnership.  The work has been done by PSE Sub Group for comment by the Steering Group. On the Agenda for Partnership Meeting 23 May 2011
6. 
PSE3 – Draft Plan 
6.1
Rhuari took the Steering Group through the draft report which sets out the engagement strategy for round 3 of Public & Stakeholder Engagement.
6.2 
There are some changes in the activities taking place based on experience of PSE 2.  These changes include more bi-lateral meetings to replace the Discussion Pack, and changes to Residents Panel and Community Drop in Sessions, further details to follow.
6.3
Social Media – Paul Gardner to bring back more details on this area to the PSE sub group. Action: PG
6.6
We need to remind Partnership Members of their responsibility and our expectation of what would be required of them.  They should be coming back with dates when their organisations are holding briefing sessions or related meetings where MRWS will be discussed.  The expectation is that there will be a plan with calendar of dates.

6.7 
The activities in PSE 3 will increase the amount of participation and this needs to be shared out among Steering Group & Partnership members.  Agreed that we could repeat the Media/Meeting Training session to focus on new Members of the Partnership.  Action: PG to consider how and when media training would best be organised.
6.8
There was a query raised about the number of future Neighbourhood Forums.  Action: CCC to report back
7.
Assessment Meetings
7.1 
Rhuari took the Group through how the Assessment Meetings on 23rd June & 7 July would work. The plan is to go through Criterion by Criterion and look at each and discuss and agree whether each has been achieved or not.  Each criteria would be given approximately 1 ½ hour.  There will be Preliminary Assessment report by the TRG sent out 1 week in advance but there will be no presentations or reminders and Partnership Members need to be fully briefed prior to the meeting so they can participate fully in the meeting. The plan is to have a Matrix on the wall, one line per organisation and to tick the appropriate box to collect views with conditions, limitations and caveats.  A version of this will be sent with the preliminary assessment.
7.2
CALC asked would this opinion be personal, or would it be on behalf of their Organisation. They queried each Member’s mandate and could they speak for the whole of their organisation.  It was concluded that this is no different to when Members speak at normal Partnership Meetings on any other subject but we need to make sure the reasoning and explanation of tick or cross are explained beforehand. (refer back to 3.9)
7.3
Need to make sure that members are well enough informed to participate in the Meeting with specific ground rules. 

7.4 
There will be discussion of comments raised in the meeting, but following each criteria/meeting it will not be returned to as the preliminary decisions will need to go out to consultation as part of the PSE3 Report.

8. 
Member of InSOTEC
8.1 
Stewart Kemp explained this programme which is the successor to the CARL programme.  This is a European project and we are being asked to join the Stakeholder Reflection Group.  Tim Knowles will be taking part on behalf of CCC, and asks should he also attend on behalf of Partnership.  Following discussions it was decided to thank Tim for the offer but decline membership presently but ask Tim to update the Steering Group following the first meeting. Action: TK
9. 
Any other business

9.1 
Chair to send letter of thanks to Mike Davidson for his work on the Partnership Action: EW
9.2 
C Shaw asked if there were any comments following the email from R Edwards.  It was acknowledged that the Agenda was very full with a lot of challenging and technical subjects in one day. Also purdah may have had an effect on attendance. A response has been given to R Edwards.
10.
Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 3 - Updates
	

	3.3
	Contact Paul Gardner with availability for attendance at Exhibition Stands
	ALL

	3.5
	Engagement Package Schedules 2010/2011 to DECC
	SW

	3.7
	Re: LDNPA meeting – circulate slides of presentation for 18th May
	RB

	3.9
	Consider the legal position with regard to participation in Assessment Meetings
	Local Authority Officers

	Agenda Item 4 – Community Benefit Principles
	

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 5 – Response to PSE2
	

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 6 – PSE3 Draft Plan
	

	6.3
	Update on Social Media
	Paul Gardner

	6.7
	Consider how and when media training would best be organised.


	Paul Gardner

	6.8
	Query the number of Neighbourhood Forums for 2011/12
	CCC

	Agenda Item 7 – Assessment Meetings

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 8 – Membership of InSOTEC
	

	8.1
	Decline membership but ask Tim Knowles to update following the first meeting
	TK

	Agenda Item 9 – Any other business
	

	9.1
	Letter to be sent to Mike Davidson
	EW
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