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    Notes of MRWS Steering Group meeting

Notes:  
The Bainbridge Room, Copeland Centre – 9.30 to 1pm
Present:

Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC) Chair, Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Richard Harris (3KQ), Steve Smith (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC), Stewart Kemp (CCC),Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Sharon Walker (CBC Notes)
1. 
Apologies
1.1 
Apologies from: Paul Walker (CBC), Richard Griffin (ABC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Cllr David Moore (WCSSG), P Kane (GMB)

Copy: Gareth Powells (Wood Holmes, Evaluator), Andrew Craze (DECC)
2. 
Actions & Minutes – Doc 148
	
	16th February 2011 - All Actions complete – matters arising


3. 
Updates
3.1 NDA’s consultation on the site identification process.  The consultation is currently expected to start in May.  Fred Barker will prepare a response informed by Document 75 (the Partnership's paper on site identification).  The consultation will largely be online but there may also be one national consultation meeting.  The NDA do not plan to do anything in Cumbria unless this is requested by the Partnership.  We suggest that the Partnership ask the NDA to organise one consultation event in West Cumbria, so that local people have an opportunity to find out more and give their input.
3.2 Into Eternity.  After the screening of the film in Keswick last month the Film Festival Director asked if the Partnership would arrange screenings of the film in every village hall across West Cumbria.  We are looking at getting the DVD into 6 of Cumbria’s libraries who have a rental facility.  In addition, we are going offer to pay for screenings at Rosehill Theatre and Dunmail Park - £250 screening fee.  We think it wouldn’t be worth going beyond this.  We have also publicised the fact that the film is available on Amazon and iTunes. 
3.3 Your Cumbria.  The Partnership will have a two page article in the next edition of Your Cumbria towards the end of March.  The copy for this was circulated to the Steering Group.
3.4 Next Partnership newsletter.  We are planning to distribute the next newsletter in May after the local elections.  We are currently planning to include an update on what the Partnership is doing now and what happens next; information on developments in other countries, including experience of community benefits packages; safety of a GDF; and what the surface facilities might include.  We will also mention the fact that the NDA’s consultation on the site identification process is taking place.
3.5 WIPP meeting.  The 'virtual visit' went ahead on 9th March, with mixed results.  Whilst the Partnership got good background briefings on the situation at WIPP and a sense of the facility, it was unclear whether we were really hearing from the right people as we heard an overwhelmingly positive overview.  The video technology was problematic.  3KQ are debriefing with the NDA.  The outcome of this debrief will be circulated Action: 3KQ.
3.6 PSE2 Reporting.  The process of pulling all the strands of PSE2 together is going well, and a full report will come to the next Steering Group meeting on 31st March 2011.
3.7 Chamber of Commerce membership. There has been little progress. Richard reported that they seemed keen to participate and talked about the funding stakeholder policy.  There is disappointment that despite best efforts this has not progressed.  The Steering Group are asked to agree to take them off the list of Partnership Members and write to them.  Agreed.  Action: RB to draft letter. There was discussion about who would be a suitable alternative.  Agreed to write to the newly formed Local Enterprise Partnership inviting them to take part in the Partnership Action: 3KQ
3.8 Finance – There was an update on the current situation.  Government have indicated that there is no question about their commitment to the process and hope the partnership is supportive to the proposal for £1.1m for the 2011/12 financial year with a review after the first six months.  The Steering Group agreed that this is acceptable as long as we get confirmation from DECC by 25th March.
3.9 LDNP – there was a Members meeting which Fred Barker attended and another meeting is scheduled for 18th May for an update in advance of the Partnership Assessment Meetings in June & July.  The Partnership members from the LDNP should be in attendance and participating.
3.10 Note of Meeting with Representatives of Gosforth/Ponsonby Parish Council.  At the suggestion of CALC the two parish councils invited Fred Barker to meet them in order to hear more about the Partnership’s views about community involvement in Stage 4, and to share their views and concerns.  There was some discussion about what these Parish Councils saw as desirable elements of a forward process.  In terms of a way forward, these views are being treated procedurally the same as others in PSE2.  That is to say, they will be factored into the Technical Review Group preliminary assessment over the next 2 months, to then feed into the full Partnership Assessment Meetings in June/July. 3KQ and Fred Barker will continue to liaise with CALC to ensure channels of discussion stay open and the issues arising are progressed where possible. 
4. 
Opinion Survey results
4.1 Paul outlined the results of the first 3 waves of the survey as the most recent results have just been received.  Key messages are that:

- awareness is increasing across the board on nearly all indicators

- degree of support or opposition is stable and unchanging

The complaints received about the survey calls highlighted some areas of discussion.  Agreed not to respond to the letter sent to Times & Star and ask that they avoid using foreign call centres the next time round.  Issues press release prior to next Survey. Action: PG
4.2 General consensus that overall the Steering Group is happy with the levels of awareness and are not particularly seeking a specific threshold or significantly higher level of awareness as is existing.  Guy commented that there is a variety of awareness levels considering the amount of work and information that has gone out.  The Steering Group agreed that the pressure needed to be kept on communications so that the awareness levels do not slip downwards, and also so that we continually increase the amount that people know, as well as the numbers of people that have heard of the process.
4.3 Report to go on Partnership website early April. Action: PG
4.4 Several members of the Partnership indicated that they had been contacted or knew people with links to the partnership who had been contacted by Mori in carrying out the opinion survey in phase 2 of the PSE work.  Following a short discussion it was decided that is was appropriate to engage in the survey because they were also residents in West Cumbria/Cumbria.
5. 
Commitment from Government – Task 5a(iv)
5.1 Rhuari outlined the Task ‘ Seek reassurance and evidence from Government on their commitment to the process’ ‘Also seek advice on what options exist to avoid any goalposts moving after a change in Government, especially on community benefits and inventory’.  DECC have provided a certain amount of documents.  What more do we need written reassurance about?  This task was put in the work programme just before the change in Government.  Agreed that we already have all that is reasonable or realistic to ask of Government about general levels of commitment, but noted that there are outstanding agreements regarding Inventory and also Community Benefits.  In the short term, commitment will be indicated by DECC signing the Engagement Package off for 2010/11.
6. 
Partnership Meeting 14th April 2011
6.1
Richard outlined the draft Agenda for the April meeting.  It is a very full Agenda.  The morning will comprise of an overview from Impact Sub Group and results of research by GVA.  This work will be explained on 31st March.  PSE 2 including Evaluators with an initial view.  Then a period where Partnership break into groups and discuss the major themes of the PSE.  These discussions will written up and brought back to the next Partnership meeting.  Following lunch the afternoon will comprise of the Generic disposal system safety case by NDA Alun Ellis giving headlines.  Hear from Regulators (Gavin) then balance provided by independent review paper from David Bennett who chaired the independent review panel.  The last item will be in response to Work Programme task 1a(v).   Nuclear Waste Advisory Associates will present their issues register briefly and NDA will provide a response, including 2 or 3 examples of how they respond to the issues in the report.
6.2 
There were concerns about the amount of items on the agenda and the trend that has been establishing itself in that there are Partnership Members leaving after lunch so therefore the afternoon sessions are not well attended. 
6.3 
At the next meeting we need to clarify that public observers can only take photos and make a recording if they make arrangements to do so.
7.
NGO Engagement
7.1 
Draft letter circulated.  Agreed to send letter out on behalf of Chair. Action: RB
8. 
Any other business
8.1 
The chair asked that the Steering Group be mindful when sending responses to campaigners and have a statement at the beginning setting out the circumstances under which we are responding.  Any responses on behalf of Partnership should be through Paul Gardner/Rhuari.

8.4
Rhuari asked about the continuance of using the Virtual Repository.  Agree to renew this subscription, Action: RB to circulate details.
8.5
Steering Group proposed for 28th April is now cancelled – agree to deal with any business electronically.
9.
Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 3 - Updates
	

	3.5
	Outcome of virtual visit debrief to be circulated
	3KQ

	3.7
	Draft letter to Cumbria Chamber of Commerce about ending membership and then make contact with Local Enterprise Partnership
	3KQ

	
	
	

	Agenda Item 4 – Opinion Survey results
	

	4.1
	Issue Press Release before next wave of Survey
	PG

	4.3
	Report results on website - April
	PG

	Agenda Item 5 – Commitment from Government
	

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 6 – Partnership Meeting 14.4.11
	

	
	No actions
	

	Agenda Item 7 – NGO Engagement

	7.1
	Send letter to Jean McSorley
	RB

	Agenda Item 8 – Any other business
	

	8.4
	Circulate details of Virtual Repository
	RB

	8.5
	Steering Group on 28th April now cancelled
	ALL TO NOTE
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