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Present:

Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC) Chair, Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Steve Smith (CBC), Richard Griffin (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC),Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Cllr David Moore (WCSSG), Peter Kane (GMB), Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC), Cllr Keith Hitchen (Copeland CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications),Gareth Powells (Wood Holmes), Sharon Walker (CBC Notes)

Andrew Craze (DECC)& Fred Barker (NuLeAF) by telephone for item 6

1. 	Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 135)

1.1 	Apologies from: Richard Harris (3KQ), Paul Walker (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Cllr G Smith (Allerdale CALC),

2. 	Actions & Minutes

	
	5th January 2011 - All Actions complete – matters arising

	
	Information now received from Borough & County advisers re: the impact of the elections and purdah on the 14th April Partnership Meeting.  Advice is that there is no reason why the meeting cannot go ahead so long as there are no political differences between Parties on the subject of MRWS.  A reminder of this should be given at the beginning of the meeting.

	7.13
	Report on Economic Development – Steve Smith reported there is a meeting with BECWC on 9/2/11 and a report will come back to Steering Group on 16/2/11



3. 	Updates

3.1 A request for further information from NDA on geology has now been made to Alun Ellis, with a deadline for end April.  Guy Richardson asked how we would review the report.  Would this need external support?  There is a modest amount of money in the budget for next financial year.  Action: Rhuari to look how this fits in with timescales and make contact with NDA.
3.2 Community Drop-In Events – the report is now published (document 132) including a one side summary.
3.3 Stakeholder Organisations Workshop on 13th January.  Went well but had a disappointing turnout, only 18 ‘real’ participants out of 220 invited.  Will be reviewed by PSE Group.  Some good feedback gained however, and seemed to be particularly well received by the parish representatives who attended.
Elaine Woodburn said that this was raised in a letter from Ruth Balogh and some of the points raised should be taken on board for the future.  The letter raised 2 points, the first being the numbers, the second questioning the methods and purpose of the meeting and 3KQ have responded on this point.  

We will circulate the Report to the Partnership with Ruth Balogh’s letter and our response.  

3.4 Dates for Steering Groups – Dates to Feb 2012 are now scheduled.  The schedule was tabled at the meeting and is attached with the notes.  Please could you put in diaries bearing in mind that this list contains an additional date from the lists previously circulated.  The missing date which you need to take note of is a Steering Group on 15th September 2011.
3.5 Community Benefits Sub-Groupare aiming to bring a draft Memorandum of Agreement to the 16th February Steering Group meeting for discussion and development. Currently working with Galson Sciences and DECC to frame the heads of terms.
3.6 Finance.  Quarter 3 now closed.  Balancing invoice being submitted by CBC to DECC for the current financial year.  
3.7 Issuing of accounts.  A member of the public has asked to see the itemised accounts, so these are being provided for 08/09 and 09/10.  This compliments the information already published in document 106 on the website, which is a financial summary of the Partnership’s work including headlines about the Engagement Package agreed with DECC for the current year.
3.8 Communications. Paul Gardner gave a verbal update.  He is attending the NDA press conference on 22nd February to launch their Disposal Systems Safety Case.United Utilities are planning boreholes around Egremont which may cause some increased enquiries.  There has been increased activity on the 0800 number and website hits since the delivery of the Newsletter and we have received 450 responses to the Quiz so far.
3.9 Membership. Rhuari reported that Cumbria Chamber of Commerce have not attended a Partnership Meeting for 18 months.  3KQ’s position is that we should write to them officially to give them a ‘last chance’ before rescinding their membership as they are not engaging with the process.  Action:Rhuari to draft a letter.
3.10 Final Reporting As part of the final reporting 3KQ suggested the formation of a Technical Review Group to pull together various strands of the work programme.  They have now worked up a plan and Rhuari will circulate proposals and implement them accordingly. Action: Rhuari
4. 	Evaluation

4.1 Gareth Powells updated the Steering Group with the activities that have been taking place.  They have attended some Drop In Sessions and Discussion Pack events, and have also been speaking to Steering Group members. The priorities for February are to continue to meet with remaining Steering Group Members and other members of the partnership.  They will be working with Paul Gardner on a Media review, social media monitoring which will feed into 14th April Partnership Meeting

4.2 Gareth asked if there are any individuals who should be included to let him know? Any suggestions back to him at wcmrws@woodholmes.co.uk

4.3 The interim feedback was that there wasn’t anything time sensitive which the Steering Group needs to hear before the end of PSE2.  They were confident with the tools and activities that are going on.  Some areas highlighted i.e. NGO’s and issues around NIREX keep being raised.  There are no quick fixes raised at this time.

4.4 Rhuari reported that there have been efforts to have a bi-lateral meeting with NGO’s and this may be coming to a conclusion.  

4.5 Tim Knowles raised points about how we raise the awareness through the broadcast media and how we engage with those people who are outside the usual range of stakeholders.  Elaine agreed and Gareth said that these issues are on their list.  Action: Paul Gardner to explore broadcast media.  

4.6 Guy Richardson said the difficulties we are having are not unusual and engagement with the public is difficult on all subjects.  Rhuari commented that the IPSOS Mori poll headline results would be due shortly.

4.7 Chris Shaw talked about the long timescales involved and maybe this was a reason for the lack of engagement.  Peter Kane raised a question about the length of time the process was taking and asked why we couldn’t speed up the decision.  The reason for the timescale is due to the work programme which is set to end in January 2012.  Elaine said that she recognises hisfrustration, but Government have set out in the White Paper the need for public consultation and for any Partnership to demonstrate that they have done this consultation.  David Moore said that often the longer the period between decisions, the more engagement drops off.  Maybe these are points to be considered for any future CSP. 

4.8 Paul to circulate the Communications element of financial forecast for 2011/2012.Action: Paul G

4.9 Gareth will bring back a draft of the final evaluation report to 31st March Steering Group.

5. 	Register of Organisational Interests

5.1 The personal register of interests is on the website.  This has been raised again with a specific request that organisations register their funding interests.  Local Authorities already publish their funding sources.

5.2 A discussion took place about this request.  Conclusion was that if this information is required then the requests should go to the individual organisations who’s interests are not readily available to the public.Action: Rhuari to draft decision.

6. 	Inventory Principles

6.1	Andrew Craze and Fred Barker joined the meeting via telephone.

6.2 	Note circulated previously for discussion by the Steering Group with highlighted points.

6.3	Page 1 – wording ‘on a working basis’.  Fred gave some explanation of this highlighted part of the document. Action:Change to ‘on a working draft’

6.3	Page 2 - Generic concern about 2nd change in principle 3 – losing power of veto after stage 5 and that there is no negotiating position and influence with regard to inventory.  Andrew Craze commented that it is expected that there would be a process or mechanisms set up at that point about inventory change control.  Any Community Siting Partnership wouldn’t move forward without processes for inventory change controls in place. 

6.4	Guy suggested an alteration to make the sentence read “The negotiation about a mutually acceptable process will agree circumstances under which local DMBs will have a veto on changes to the inventory”.  Andrew had a query about the word ‘veto’. The Steering Group are keen to keep the term ‘veto’ which is a clearly understood term.  May need further discussion

6.8	The document was signed off with Fred to do drafting and circulate. Ongoing conversations needed by DECC on principles 5 & 6.  Fred to continue liaising with DECC on these principles and the detail of issues such as what would be contained within an inventory statement.Action: Fred Barker

6.9	Reference to ‘minded to’ agreements signed off.  Rhuari to consider this and explore timescales with DECC.Action: Rhuari

6.10	Chris Shaw queried how Host Communities will deal with Decision Making Bodies and DECC.  Do we need to consider this now or is it for a future Community Siting Partnership to deal with. May need further consideration as the process goes on.  Could be part of any potential draft Terms of Reference.

7. 	International learning and site visits

7.1 	Rhuari had sent an email update on the subject 29.1.11 outlining the decision made about the proposals drawn up and discussed at previous meetings.

7.2	9th March 2011, 12 noon to 7pm, Herdus House, Westlakes Science Park – Virtual visit to WIPP.  Agenda still to finalise.Action: Rhuari to liaise

7.2	Visit to Bure, France for late May/June to enable any new Councillors to attend.  This had most interest albeit a fairly brief 3 day trip.  Mike Davidson handed out some sets of slides from a previous visit he had had to Bure.  He queried whether 3 days would be enough time.

7.3	There were comments that there must be a solid reason for visiting Bure and the visit would need to provide more information and add value and knowledge to Partnership Members.  Action: RhuariProgress arrangements for Bure Trip including detailed itinerary to make sure it covers all the information needed. 

7.4	The draft itineraries have previously been sent out to Partnership members and there is a divergence of views on which visits are best, and indeed whether any visits should be conducted.  Therefore the proposal is to allow the most supported visits to go ahead, bearing in mind the need for economies of public finance.

7.5	Decision to postpone a decision on Sweden/Finland after the virtual WIPP visit and an assessment of its effectiveness.

7.6	Chris Shaw asked how these visits will help with regard to a PSE.  How will it help the cause of informing the public about what is going on?  Rhuari commented that it could be part of PSE ifthe broadcast media were involved, but these trips were not proposed as part of the PSE work stream, it was more about giving Partnership Members a feeling of what this process might mean.  

7.7	Gareth Powells has heardanecdotal comments from drop in sessions asking ‘how the partnership is learning from international lessons’ and ‘can I find out what is happening abroad’. He asked if we would consider information in a format to be available for the public.

8.	Any other business

8.1	Geological Society meeting on 17th February 2011, Guy would like to attend is there funding. Agreed Guy will make arrangements and the associated costs will be met by the Partnership.Action: Guy Richardson

9. 	Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 3 - Updates
	

	3.1
	NDA Geology information – Look at how this fits in with timescales and make contact with NDA
	RB

	3.9
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft letter of Cumbria Chamber of Commerce about their membership of the Partnership
	RB

	3.10
	Circulate proposals for Final Reporting sub group
	RB

	Agenda Item 4 – Evaluation Plan
	

	4.5
	Explore broadcast media engagement
	P Gardner

	4.8
	Circulate Comms element of forecast for 2011/12
	P Gardner

	Agenda Item 5 – Register of Organisational Interests
	

	5.2
	Draft decision based on discussion on the subject
	RB

	Agenda Item6 – Inventory Principles
	

	6.8
	Draft and re-circulate and continue to liaise with DECC on these principles
	F Barker

	6.9
	Reference to ‘minded to’ agreements signed off.  Rhuari to consider this and explore possibilities
	RB

	Agenda Item 7 – International Learning and site visits

	7.2
	WIPP Virtual Visit. Liaise and finalise agenda
	RB

	7.3
	Progress Bure, France visit
	RB

	Agenda Item 8 – Any other business

	8.1
	Guy Richardson to attend Geological Society meeting on 17th February 2011 and submit invoice for costs
	GR to make arrangements
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