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1 – Background
1.1 Name of meeting:  Exhibition stand in Dunmail Park Shopping Centre Workington.

1.2 Where and when:  Dunmail Park, Workington, Saturday 27th November 2010.
1.3 Who attended from the Partnership:  Chris Shaw and Paul Gardner from the PSE Sub-Group; David Chennells, Economic Development Support Officer from Allerdale Borough Council; and Karen Gardner and Tom Wilcox from Osprey Communications.
1.4 Purpose of meeting and why the Partnership attended:  Following the success of the exhibition at the Whitehaven Festival, it was agreed that we would try out a similar exhibition in a town centre location.  Dunmail Park is the biggest shopping centre in West Cumbria. (Asda, the largest store in Dunmail Park, gets an average of 45,000 customers each week.) 

We had an exhibition stand and information to take away about the MRWS process and the issues involved.  We also ran a quiz to encourage people to read the information on the stand.
 2 – Coverage and Key Issues
Information distributed
· 200 specially made leaflets/comment cards, which people took away. 

· 30 copies of the Partnership’s original leaflets.

Quiz entries
· 78 people (average was about 2 people per entry).  

· Most people spent about 5-10 minutes reading the exhibition stands in order to fill in the quiz.  The prize was an iPod Touch.

 Comment cards
· 86 cards completed.

· If people made comments but did not have time to fill in a card, with that person’s permission we completed a card on his/her behalf. 

· See section 4 below for a summary of the comments submitted. 
 E-bulletin
· 58 people signed up for the e-bulletin.
Other points to note
· More people were interested in making comments than doing the quiz.  However, the quiz was effective in attracting people to the stand.  We also provided chairs and chocolates to encourage people to come over to the stand.
· More people seemed to have heard about the MRWS process and the issue of the repository, than at the Whitehaven festival in July.   
· The display consisted of 2 large posters on the MRWS process and how geological disposal works.  There was also a large ‘Win an ipod touch’ poster. The location of the stand was good, as it was near the entrance to Dunmail Park and directly opposite Asda.  The display will therefore have been seen by a large proportion of people visiting Dunmail Park that day. 

· It was more difficult to attract people to the stand than at the Whitehaven Festival, presumably because they had come to Dunmail Park to specifically shop or visit the cinema rather than just mill around, as at Whitehaven Festival.   
3 – Way Forward and any actions agreed
3.1 Way forward:  There are no other shopping centres the size of Dunmail Park in West Cumbria, but we think it is still worth holding this type of exhibition in other town centres. It may be best to wait until the weather gets warmer though, as people are unlikely to stop outside when it is cold.   
3.2 Actions agreed:  Contact details to be added to the database.
4 – Comments submitted
More people chose to complete a comment card (86) than enter the quiz (78). Approximately 50% of the people who completed a comment card did not enter the quiz. From conversations we had, it was clear that more people were already aware of the MRWS process than had been the case at the Whitehaven Festival.  
Of the comments cards that were completed, 50 people were broadly in favour of a repository being sited in West Cumbria, with 29 against and 7 undecided.  The reason most often given in favour was that it would bring jobs to the area (29). 
Typical comments are written below.
In favour of a geological disposal facility (and other new nuclear industry) in West Cumbria 
· ‘A new radioactive waste disposal facility would bring positive impacts, i.e. jobs, careers and benefit to local business.’
· ‘It will bring work, so we’ll store the waste.’
· ‘It is a welcome facility that will secure the future of the nuclear industry in West Cumbria and the future of future generations.’
· ‘We’ve lived with Sellafield on our doorstep for years – we know how to manage it.  It will create more jobs for the local community.’
· ‘Yes, the area needs employment.  Yes, because the area needs nuclear industry.’ 
· ‘No brainer, get on with it.’
Against a geological disposal facility (and other new nuclear industry) in West Cumbria 
· ‘I say no to nuclear waste.  We have had it too long and it is a health risk.’
· ‘No – it’s dangerous enough as it is to make the stuff never mind storing it as well.’ 
· ‘No!!!’
· ‘I totally disagree with the storage of nuclear waste in this area.  We are an area of outstanding natural beauty and should preserve it for future generations.  Why not store it in the South for a change!!’
· ‘No, geological fault lines in this county makes it unsafe for us to store it.  No!  We don’t want it, it’s hazardous.’
Typical Additional Comments
· ‘As long as it is safe can’t see a problem.  It has to go somewhere and we have the expertise at Sellafield.’ 
· ‘Happy to go along with it as long as it is well regulated.’ 
· ‘The waste should be kept where it is, not moved around, and should be buried a lot deeper than 1000 metres.’
· ‘Hate the idea of radioactive waste being stored underground but it does bring jobs.’
· ‘For: jobs for the community.  Risk here anyway.  Against: Safety issues – geological fault lines will make is unsafe.  Jobs – But for others – not locals.’   
