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Title:       
    Notes of MRWS Steering Group meeting 10th November 2010
Notes:  
Held in the Gunson Room, Westlakes Science Park, 1pm – 5pm
Present:

Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC) Chair, Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Richard Harris (3KQ), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), David Moore (WCSSG), Steve Smith, (CBC), Fred Barker (NuLeAF), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Stuart Smith (Wood Holmes), Gareth Powells (Wood Holmes), Sharon Walker (CBC)
1. 
Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 108)

1.1 
Apologies from: Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Peter Kane (GMB), Chris Shaw (CALC), Paul Feehily (CCC)
	
	13th October 2010 - All Actions complete – matters arising

	2.9
	On SK re: writing to NDA.  CCC to report back on improved working relations with NDA.  Hold this action.

	2.10
	On RB to ask for briefing about the term ILW in Strategy document.  Rhuari gave an update.  NDA are producing a Project Briefing note which will be circulated round the Steering Group when available.  Fred Barker was asked to comment and concluded we need to closely monitor the position. 

Continuing on from this item there was a discussion which included inventory and what would be sited at a GDF.  Partnership needs to know what the alternatives would be before PSE3.  Fergus commented that a Memorandum of Understanding could be considered.


2. 
Updates & Actions
2.1 Evaluation.  Wood Holmes have been appointed and have started planning their work.  Stuart Smith & Gareth Powells of Wood Holmes were introduced.  There had been an inception meeting in the morning.  They will be producing an evaluation Work Plan by 3rd December 2010.
2.2 Geological Seminar. Organising a Partnership information seminar to allow exploration of the question ‘why should mid-Copeland be re-visited?’ and the aquifer issue raised by the BGS report.  This has been arranged for 15th November 2010 at 7pm at The Ennerdale Country House Hotel, Cleator.  The aim is to provide an opportunity for Partnership members and their colleagues to understand the BGS report more fully, and to understand why DECC/NDA’s view it is worth looking at West Cumbria again given the outcome of the Nirex process in the 1990’s.

2.3 Extension to Jeremy Dearlove’s contract. The Partnership is extending FWS Consultants contract to provide independent geological support to the Partnership, for example to support at the seminar above.

2.4 Communications Support procurement.  Interviews are now complete and the contractor is expected to be appointed shortly.  This is a contract that is expected to cover the communications for the rest of the life of the Partnership.

2.5 Freepost address is now organised and will be published via the website shortly.

2.6 Parliamentary Question tabled by Paul Flynn MP about disclosure of Partners’ interests around new build, see item 9 Register of Interests on agenda.  
2.7 Allerdale Update.  Following the Allerdale Borough Council debate about remaining in the process on 3rd November the vote was: remain in process (19), withdraw (9), abstain (9)
2.8 On behalf of the Partnership and Steering Group the Chairman, Tim Knowles expressed his thanks to Fergus McMorrow for all his work, support and contributions to the work of the Partnership since its beginning.

2.9 Your Cumbria magazine article - there has been increased 0800 calls for discussion packs and information.  Some SG members commented that the Partnership dvd has had good reviews.

2.10 Keith Hitchen asked if the steering group would be receiving a report about the enquiries received which would include volume of callers and the demographic spread.  There will be an audit half way through PSE2 which could be reported to the Steering Group.

2.11 The second Newsletter is being distributed and Paul Gardner commented on the differences in distribution in that it is being more widely distributed i.e. libraries, dentists and various organisations that weren’t used last time.

2.12 There was an update from the PSE sub group.  Paul Gardner said that following the BGS report, on the whole the local media had been well balanced.  The Partnership is now available on Facebook and twitter and the dvd is on You tube and Facebook.  Paul Gardner will circulate details.  This may create more engagement from outside area which should be monitored.

2.13 Due to the growing workload of 3KQ, CBC is looking at the contractual situation with regard to procurement.  Further action may need to be taken.
3. 
Siting Process
3.1 Document 75 draft 4 was circulated to adopt minor changes before PSE2

3.2 Fred introduced this item and took the Steering Group through the main changes highlighted to paper, which is the 4th draft.

3.3 Guy Richardson asked where this document fits in to PSE2.  Fred said that it acts as a more detailed paper to that which is in the discussion pack.  It is Topic 3 in the PSE 2 strand of work.  It is not being actively signposted it at the moment but it will be published on website.  Guy has some proposed revisions.  Action: Guy & Fred to work on the changes.

3.4 Rhuari commented on the wording on page 2 about amount of kilometres in the footnote.  He asked if the NDA could be asked to narrow the figures down.  Action: FB to ask
3.5 It was commented that the NDA consultation on their national siting framework needs to fit with the Partnership's consultation work.  It would be best for the NDA's consultation to start a couple of weeks after PSE2 so that the NDA can review the public input received by the Partnership on siting matters.          Action: Paul G to raise with NDA.

3.6 Charles asked about page 9 and why it was suggesting that looking for potential surface works would be decided on first.  Fred commented that this may be because there could be land ownership issues which need resolving.  Fergus commented that it would have impacts on Local Authority and Local Development Framework and planning systems and that these offer a logical starting point.
4.
Inventory

4.1 Documents 88.1 (p13-20) and 94 draft 2 (section 9) were circulated to understand differences between the views of the NDA and Pete Roche on 'inventory'.  

4.2 Rhuari introduced where we were and an update about how the subject had progressed throughout all the iterations between the NDA & Pete Roche.

4.3 Rhuari commented that it was good to have this input which raised issues and made points which were being addressed.  Outstanding points are now mainly matters of policy.  Fred Barker confirmed this as he had reviewed both papers in order to draft the 'Inventory Principles'.
5. 
Inventory Principles
5.1 Document 97 draft 2 was circulated.  The aim was to review and revise the principles before discussing them at the Partnership meeting on 10th December 2010. 

5.2 This draft sets out 6 categories and 8 potential principles that might be brought into play if a decision to participate is taken.

5.3 Discussions took place in particular around number 8.  It was agreed to drop the draft principle 8.

5.4 The 10th December 2010 Partnership meeting will include this item for discussion, amendment and adoption.

5.5 It was agreed that we needed to ask Government to reassure themselves that they were able to sign up to these principles before the Partnership entered PSE3 and published its conclusions.  They would then formally be asked to adopt them once the Partnership had concluded PSE3 and finalised the principles.

6. 
Final Reporting
6.1 Document 118 draft 1 was circulated for discussion and to adopt the process for Final Reporting.

6.2 Richard Harris took us through document 118 draft 1 with some slides to highlight some of the areas.  This is indicative about where we are.  Richard is still making calls around members of the Partnership to understand the issues with regard to this decision even though it is some time ahead.

6.3 He will complete the calls to Partners by the end November.  Richard will give a verbal update to next Steering Group.  This will then go to the December Partnership meeting.  

6.4 There are also other related issues with regard to Chairing and Partnership Review outstanding which Richard will also come back to next Steering Group with some proposals. Action: RH
6.5 The Steering Group agreed to ask for legal advice about the implications for the April 2011 meeting with regard to local council elections.  Action: Charles Holmes to contact Monitoring Officer about impact of election purdah.

6.6 There were discussions around Partnership Review & Chairing with regard to lessons to pass on to any Community Siting Partnership if one should be formed, and other interested parties.  3KQ will put together a paper on lessons learned to carry on with the Partnership and also any future Partnership.  Action: 3KQ. Guy asked that care be taken not to overlap with Evaluators brief. 

7. 
Community Benefit principles

7.1 
This is on the Agenda for 10th December Partnership meeting including a presentation from Phil Richardson.  Fergus has prepared a draft Memorandum of Understanding.  Action: circulate to the Steering Group. 
7. 2
There is a Community Benefit sub group meeting on 22nd November and a further update will come back to the Steering Group on 24th November 2010.

8. 
International Visits

8.1 The Steering Group reviewed the NDA’s three draft itineraries.

8.2 The visits are proposed for WIPP New Mexico – Forsmark Sweden/Olkiluoto Finland – Bure in France

8.3 CALC would not support the visits at this time, they would leave it to a later stage and would not include WIPP.  The other locations could be helpful, but to a community siting partnership if one is ever formed.

8.4 Agreed to take this report to 10th December Partnership meeting.  One option is to send this document out immediately so Partnership members can consider.  Action: RB Invite John Mathieson to the Partnership Meeting on 10th December.
9. 
Register of Interests

9.1 Rhuari introduced why the draft Register of Interests (Document 119) had been written, and it was circulated for discussion and amendment before going to the Partnership for adoption.  It was noted that there was a recent Parliamentary Question asked by Paul Flynn MP.

9.2 The register as proposed is based on both Local Authority guidance and that of CoRWM, with the possibility of going further than this in some areas, as suggested by the PQ.

9.3 This Register would only relate to full members of the Partnership i.e. the decision-makers on the Partnership.  The lettered points (a) to (f) are the same as those that have to be declared by Local Authority Members.  One option could be a link to the existing information on each of the Local Authority’s websites as most of these interests are published already.  There were discussions and concerns with the other paragraphs, in particular the focus on past interests and links specifically with the nuclear industry over any other industry that might be impacted by this process.
 

9.4 Rhuari to update and check against relevant guidance and circulate again and take it to Partnership on 10th December. Action: Rhuari
10. 
Actions

	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 2 - Updates
	

	
	None
	

	Agenda Item 3 – Siting Process
	

	3.3
	Fred Barker & Guy Richardson to work on changes
	FB/GR

	3.4
	Ask NDA to narrow down the figures in the footnote of  Page 2
	FB

	3.5
	Paul Gardner to raise timing of the NDA's national siting framework consultation with John Dalton
	PG

	Agenda Item 4 – Inventory- NDA/Pete Roche
	

	
	None
	

	Agenda Item 5 – Inventory Principles
	

	
	None
	

	Agenda Item 6 – Final Reporting

	6.4
	Richard Harris to report to next Steering Group on Chairing & Review
	RH

	6.5
	Contact Monitoring Officer about impact of election and purdah
	CH

	6.6
	Write a proposal for a "lessons learned" review of the Partnership's operation, linking with the new evaluators
	3KQ

	Agenda Item 7 – Community Benefit principles

	7.1
	Circulate draft Memorandum of Understanding once Community Benefit sub-gp has discussed further


	FM

	Agenda Item 8 – International Visits

	8.4
	Invite John Mathieson to 10th December Partnership Meeting
	RB

	Agenda Item 9 – Register of Interests

	9.4
	Update and check against guidance & circulate again for discussion at the 10th December meeting
	RB
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