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Present:

Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC) Chair, Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Richard Harris (3KQ), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Cllr Geoff Smith (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications), Sharon Walker (CBC)
Observing Members: Andrew Craze (DECC) – Item 1 to 5
1. 
Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 104)

1.1 
Apologies from: Cllr David Moore (WCSSG), Peter Kane (GMB), Cllr Keith Hitchen (CALC), Paul Feehily (CCC)

	
	29th September - All Actions complete – matters arising

	
	Alteration to paragraph 6.4


Agenda change – move Partnership Meeting 28th Oct to Item 4 and Community Benefits to item 5.

2. 
Updates

2.1 BGS documentation and reviewer statements.  The 2nd Draft of the BGS report is complete and has been reviewed by our peer reviewers.  There are a couple of outstanding comments that the BGS are addressing.  The updated Reviewer Statements will be available, alongside their full reports, at the 28th October meeting.

2.2 International site visits assessment.  The NDA has drafted 3 outline itineraries for site visits to the projects in the USA, Sweden/Finland and France.  Stewart is working with the NDA to develop these itineraries alongside other international opportunities to put a proposal to the 10th November Steering Group meeting.

2.3 GDiB membership.  DECC are setting up a Geological Disposal Implementation Board chaired by the Minister.  The three Principal Authorities have been invited as observing members.  The first meeting is scheduled for 15th November 1500 – 1700.

2.4 Launch of PSE2.  We are working hard to publicise the suite of activity planned for PSE2.  This requires committing to advertisement and publication dates prior to 28 October.  We are proceeding with this with the expectation that 28th October will hold no surprises that would delay PSE2.

2.5 Partnership Final Reporting – Richard Harris gave a verbal update.  He has been making calls to Members of Partnership.  Bringing together thoughts about the final reporting is work in progress.  There will be a further update to next Steering Group (10th Nov)

2.6 Inventory ‘alternative view’.  Pete Roche and the NDA are in their final round of commenting on each other’s papers.  The next Steering Group will consider the situation and also the draft principles for inventory that Fred Barker is working on. 

2.7 Siting Process and Principles for the Involvement of Affected Communities paper, doc 75.  This paper has been adopted as a working draft by the Steering Group on behalf of the full Partnership.  However, the NDA has since slightly developed their proposals on the siting process, so Fred Barker will update our paper to reflect the NDA's changes.  These are not substantive changes and Fred believes they can be incorporated in to the paper easily without confusion or discussion.  The paper can then be published and be available as a background document in PSE2.  It is anticipated that a full review of the discussion paper and potential principles will be undertaken in the light of feedback from PSE2.
2.8 Defining Credible Support.  Rhuari has confirmed with IpsosMori the wording of the quantitative indicator in document 74.  It is virtually the same as previously agreed... "The percentage of the surveyed public in Copeland and/or Allerdale that are in favour of participating without commitment in the process for identifying a potential site should be greater than the percentage that oppose it (ie there should be net support)".  This will be discussed and adopted on 28th October.  Please say now if you have any concerns or questions about this.  IpsosMori are drafting a short briefing note on how opinion surveys like this are done and how they are robust.  Guy Richardson sought confirmation that the ‘net support’ position was not a final position and would be subject to consultation in PSE2.  This assurance was given.
2.9 Dates.  Following diary consultation the Steering Group meeting dates have been revised as per tabled paper.  These are:

	10th November 2010 – 9.30am
	Move to 1pm-5pm – Gunson room, Ingwell Hall, Westlakes

	24th November 2010 – 9.30am
	Move to 1pm-5pm, Venue - Bainbridge Room, CBC

	5th January 2011, 9.30 – 3pm


	KEEP THE DATE & TIME

	2nd February 2011, 9.30 – 1pm


	KEEP THE DATE & TIME

	16th February 2011, 9.30 – 1pm


	KEEP THE DATE & TIME

	16th March 2011, 9.30 – 1pm


	KEEP THE DATE & TIME

	30th March 2011, 9.30 – 1pm


	Move to 31st March 2011, same time


2.10 Tim Knowles highlighted an issue brought up during the CCC Minerals & Waste Hearing around the subject of LLR & VLLR and the difference in the data available to organisations.  Tim will be writing on behalf of CCC to C Hendry or M Higson.    Fergus McMorrow confirmed that there seemed to be a lack of engagement & discussion and CBC may write in a similar vein.

2.11 Suggested that a letter be sent from the Partnership to Ministers about the diminishing trust issues in addition to the one being sent as part of NDA Strategy response.  Action: SK
2.12 Rhuari to ask for a briefing from the NDA about possible non-geological disposal of some higher activity wastes, as mentioned in the draft Strategy ll document. Action: RB
2.13 Charles Holmes gave an update on the Debate which will take place at Allerdale BC.  Following consultation and advice of their Monitoring Officer, Executive Members will not be allowed to take part in the Full Council debate and vote.  The presentation will take place on 3rd November.  There will be 2 presentations, one by Mark Dutton of CoRWM and the other by Dr Helen Wallace of Greenpeace.

2.14 The Stakeholder Organisations Workshop has changed from 4th November 2010 to 13th January 2011, venue to be confirmed.

2.15 The issue of future Chairing arrangements was raised and need to be put on a future Steering Group agenda.  Circulate notes of Member meeting of 6th August. Action: SW
2.16 Lake District National Park, Park Strategy and Vision Committee is on 27th October, 11 – 2pm.  This is a Member Committee so we need a member to attend. Venue is Kendal. Elaine and Stewart volunteered to attend.
2.17 The new Briefing Notes were handed out by Paul Gardner.  They will go on the website next week.  Paul to send a link to the new designed website.  Action: PG
2.18 Now the funding is approved we need to re-start the Evaluation contract.  Re-convene the evaluators sub group.  Have a start-up meeting.  Rhuari to circulate a date with the invitation to attend if possible. Action: RB
2.19 Richard asked about LA resources, would it be an idea to explore using agency staff in the meantime.  Elaine outlined CBC’s position.   CCC & ABC will consider.

2.20 Richard will circulate an email regarding a Negotiation Training Workshop for Steering Group & Others. The timing will be January/February.  Comments back to Richard by 22nd October. Action: All
2.21 The DECC Engagement Package for 2010/11 has now been signed and returned.  The grant is £1.255M and the letter will be circulated. Action: SW
3. 
Convening Agreement

3.1 The agreement was circulated with the question, ‘Does the agreement adequately capture what is required for all parties?’

3.2 The Steering Group discussed the agreement and adopted it as written.

4. 
Partnership Meeting – 28th October

4.1
Richard outlined the plan for 28th October Meeting and the draft Agenda with timings.  He will have a conference call with contributors next week.  The morning concentrates on the BGS study, other Partnership business in the afternoon.

4.2 
Tim Knowles said we need to ensure that there is differentiation between the BGS survey which was commission by DECC, and what the Partnership’s reaction to the survey is.

4.3
With regard to media interviews on the day, arrangements have been put in place for Tim, as Chair to speak on behalf of the Partnership but that is not exclusive.  As usual, others are welcome to talk to journalists.
5. 
Community Benefits

5.1 Fergus introduced Phil Richardson from Galson Science who has been commissioned to carry out a piece of work looking at a review of the international situation, to update and complement information available within current studies and databases.

5.2 The Community Benefits Sub group received the draft report on 8th October and had an initial meeting on 11th October 2010. 

5.3 Phil gave the Steering Group a presentation about the findings of the draft report which, when finalised, will be an item on the Partnership Meeting agenda for 10th December 2010.

5.4 Fergus will circulate the draft report for comments back to him by 22nd October 2010. Action: All
5.5 The information and presentation slides will be available on the Partnership website after 10th December 2010.

5.6 Andrew Craze left the meeting after the presentation.

5.7 Community Benefits Sub Group will have a short meeting on the conclusion of SG Meeting.

6. 
Funding Stakeholders

6.1 There have been 2 requests for financial support from Members of the Partnership for the Steering Group to consider as per the Funding Stakeholder Policy (doc 8).

6.2 Eden District Council (Mike Tonkin).  Recommendation: agree to same funding agreement as for CBC/ABC/CCC i.e. £75/d, for their lead member, paid to Eden DC, member services section.  This should be time sheeted and invoices submitted quarterly by Eden DC.

6.3 National Farmers Union (Robert Morris-Eyton). Recommendation: to remunerate the NFU at £280/d which compares both to Local Authority grades and other funding agreements.  This should be time sheeted and invoiced quarterly by the NFU.

6.4 Rhuari to contact both Partnership Members with the recommendation and ask them to note the requirements for funding, i.e. the need to feedback demonstrating their obligations regarding attendance and work done by them for audit trail purposes.  Action: RB
7. 
Any other business

7.1 
Chris Shaw referred to 7.12 of white paper.  He said that DECC would need to consider how to respond to the statement that amongst other Host Communities would receive copies of the BGS draft report, when at this stage no host community existed.
8. 
Actions

	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 2 - Updates
	

	2.9
	Write letter re trust issues
	SK

	2.10
	Ask NDA for a briefing about the term ILW in Strategy document.
	RB

	2.13
	Circulate notes of member meeting 6.8.10
	SW

	2.15
	Send link to new website
	PG

	2.16
	Circulate date for Evaluator Sub Group start up meeting
	RB

	2.18
	Negotiation Training Workshop, respond to Richard Harris’ email by 22/10/10
	ALL

	2.19
	Circulate Engagement Package grant letter
	SW

	Agenda Item 5 – Community Benefits
	

	5.4
	Fergus to circulate draft report, comments back to Fergus McMorrow by 22/10/10
	ALL

	Agenda Item 6 – Funding Stakeholders
	

	6.4
	Rhuari to contact Partnership Members
	RB
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