Notes of MRWS Steering Group 



              1st September 2010
Document No:     102

Status:                Adopted 29th September 2010

Author:                Sharon Walker

Title:       
    Notes of MRWS Steering Group meeting

Notes:  
The Bainbridge Room, Copeland Centre, Whitehaven – 1st September 2010, 9.30am – 3pm
Present:

Cllr Tim Knowles (CCC) Chair, Cllr Elaine Woodburn (CBC), Rhuari Bennett (3KQ), Fergus McMorrow (CBC), Charles Holmes (ABC), Cllr Mike Davidson (ABC), Stewart Kemp (CCC), Paul Feehily (CCC), Chris Shaw (CALC), Guy Richardson (CALC), Paul Gardner (Osprey Communications) Andrew Craze (DECC) (Item 3)
1. Apologies, Actions and updates from last meeting (Doc 99)
            Chair, Tim Knowles needs to leave early for Cumbria Waste Partnership 

            meeting.

1.1 
Apologies from: R Harris, Cllr K Hitchen, G Smith, Peter Kane, Cllr David Moore,
	
	18th August - All Actions complete – matters arising

	2.1
	RB to draft letter to  reinforce important of Engagement Package sign off

	2.4
	Allerdale BC to decide which Officer will attend the Allerdale council Meeting in November to present


2. 
Updates

2.1 Newsletter. Where possible, this is being sent out in advance of the first Neighbourhood Forum meetings so that all Forums receive a written update that highlights the dates of the Community Drop-in Events.  The newsletter will be updated once the BGS results are announced, and then delivered to all households in West Cumbria.
2.2 NGO engagement overseas. Document 100 see Agenda item 5

2.3 Communications.  Updates include:

1. Advertorials. We are planning to do the first advertorials in West Cumbrian papers in the week starting 20th September.  The aim is to tell people that PSE2 is about to start and prepare people for the BGS report being published.  The advertorials will also include some key background information on the process.  There will be roughly one page in The Whitehaven News, The Times and Star, the Lake District Herald and the Keswick Reminder as well as 2 pages in the News and Star.  The copy for the advertorials will be circulated for approval towards the end of the week.  We will be doing advertorials in other Cumbrian papers in November ahead of the Community Drop-In Events in these areas.
2. Exhibition stand in Workington town centre.  We will have a stand, similar to the one at the Whitehaven Festival, under The Hub in Workington town centre from 10.00 to 16.00 on Saturday 25th September.  We need some Partnership members to help man the stand and answer questions from members of the public for an hour or two during the day
3. Unmanned exhibitions.   The first of a series of small unmanned exhibitions will go into Whitehaven and Workington libraries around mid September.  There will either be exhibition materials and/or newsletters in all of the West Cumbrian libraries for at least part of PSE2.  We will also be sending exhibition posters and newsletters to surgeries after 29th September.  In addition, we are talking to a number of other locations including leisure centres and supermarkets.

4. An updated Communications Diary is also attached including latest updates on timings of relevant activity by DECC and the NDA e.g. the NDA’s Strategy II consultation and the Government response to the House of Lords Committee report.  The latter is expected to include reconfirmation of the commitment to voluntarism and the reestablishment of the Geological Disposal Implementation Board chaired by a Minister.
3. 
Revised BGS Map

3.1 Andrew Craze DECC presented a revised version showing the key differences resulting from comments from the various Peer Reviewers. 

3.2 Discussions took place about these revisions and some further points of clarification were asked for with regard to particular areas or exclusion criteria.

3.3 Mike Davidson asked if we needed an attribution list i.e. where it has come from and who it is owned by.  Agreed ownership needs to be clear.

3.4 Executive Summary circulated

3.5 It was agreed that as something that members of the pubic can read this document needs to be understandable, digestible & clear.  A ‘press release’ type document is needed approximately 1.5 pages.  This will be discussed at a Comms meeting on 3rd September 2010.  

3.6 There will be copies of the final report & map at the Partnership Meeting on 29th September 2010. 

3.7 Tim Knowles as Chair will represent the Partnership with regard to opportunity for interviews.

4. 
International site visits

4.1 John Mathieson (NDA) presented an overview of international sites to inform the Steering Group’s decision on site visits including WIPP.
4.2 Tim Knowles feels that a visit by members of the group to Sweden /Finland makes sense as they are similar sized communities.  Try to organise something between now and end of Spring.

4.3 Fergus McMorrow said that the work commissioned from Galson Sciences would provide further information, the report is due by the end of October.

4.4 Elaine Woodburn said that Members from the wider Partnership should also be included.  We would require more information on why we are going – programme, reasons, outputs and involvement of partnership.

4.5 Initially request that NDA develop 3 draft itineraries: Finland/Sweden, WIPP in USA, and Bure in France.  Discuss between officers before bringing back to Steering Group.  Action: RB
Cllr Tim Knowles left the meeting
5. 
NGO Engagement
5.1 Document 100 circulated and the Steering Group are asked to note the paper.

5.2 Offer to meeting the NGO’s – Jean McSorley and Ruth Balogh. Action: RB
5.3 More information on the Swedish model potentially required, after having met the NGOs or at least discussed the output with them. Action: RB
6. 
National Park issue

6.1 Paul Gardner circulated a list of potential questions.

6.2 Discussion held about how to handle these types of questions about the National Park.  They are sensitive because some members of the public might expect the Partnership to have a view on whether the Park should be screened out or not at this stage, even though it is too early in Government's process.  Paul to write up the answers discussed, to support members during PSE2.  Action: PG
7. 
Discussion Pack dry run/DVD

7.1 RB – Discussion pack includes a 15min DVD as part of the package.  Questionnaire included.  DVD can also be used in other environments to get best value for money.

7.2 DVD presented and Paul noted the specific comments with regard to visual images, content and the commentary.

7.3 Ian Curwen of CBC will liaise with Fluid Productions about ‘Accessibility’ i.e. large print etc. 

7.4 The initial print run is for 300 packs.  There have been 70/80 requests from the public already, on top of the 115 sessions already organised via community intermediary organisations.  It should be ready in October.

7.5 It will be advertised on the website and available for download.

7.6 Copies have been sent out to all Steering Group members, very short deadline for comments – close of play Thursday 2nd.  Comments after that will not be taken into account.  Action: Email comments to RB.

7.7 Steering Group Members were asked to consider its use this within each organisation as the Pack needs to be used if it is to be worthwhile.

7.8 There are two pilots planned to make sure the Pack is as balanced and useful as possible.

8. 
Actions
	
	ACTION
	WHO

	Agenda Item 4 – International site visits
	

	4.5
	Request that NDA develop 3 draft itineraries for international visits, for discussion.
	Rhuari

	
	
	

	Agenda Item 5 – NGO Engagement
	

	5.2
	Offer to meet Greenpeace, CORE and FoE
	Rhuari

	5.3
	Followup more information on funding of NGOs in Sweden, after meeting with NGOs above if relevant
	Rhuari

	Agenda Item 6 – National Park
	

	6.2
	Write up answers to questions about the National Park, in order to support members during PSE2
	Paul

	
	
	

	Agenda Item 7 – Discussion Pack
	

	7.6
	Email any comments on the draft Pack to Rhuari by end of tomorrow (2nd Sept)
	All
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